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visiong of the Transfer of Land Act. From
a eursory glance through the Bill, which L
reccived only yesterday, I consider it will be
advantageous, and it will enable us to reach
a stage which will reduce costs, a very desir-
able thing from the standpoint of the general
publie. I have had instances during my years
of practice where great difficulty has been ex-
perienced over land dealings, sometimes in
connection with the bringing of land under
the provieions of the Transfer of Land Aect,
when it has been subject to certain trusts, or
was entailed, and where difficulties have
arisen and heavy expense incurred. The dif-
ficulties I believe will be minimised and the
expense reduced by a measure such as this.
I is umnecessary to go into the details of
the Bill at this stage, in view of the state-
ment by the Minister that he had no wish to
unduly rush the measure through. It is de-
sirable, however, that a copy of the measure
be sent, say, for example, to the Barrigters’
Board, and their opinion sought.

The Minister for Edueation: That will be
done,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : It will certainly be
an advantage to have an expression of opinion
from that board. Speaking generally, I be-
lieve they will endorse the principles of the
Bill. I have pleasure in supporting the second
reading.

Question put and passed.

RBill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move—
That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, 10th October.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 5.50 p.m.
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QUESTION — WYALCATCHEM - MOUNT
MARSHALL RAILWAY (EXTENSION
No. 2) BILL.

Advigory Board’s Repert.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier;—
1, Has any report been received from the
Bailway Advisory Board in regard to the
proposed extengsion of the Mount Marshall
railway, a Bill for which is now before the
House? 2, If so, will he lay the report on
the Table of the House¥ 3, If not, will he
refer the proposal to the said board$

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, 2, Yes.
3, Answered by No. 1,

QUESTION—RAILWAY ADVISORY
BOARD, PERSONNEL.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier:—1,
Who are the members of the Railway
Advisory Board? 2, When were they
appointed? 3, Are Messrs. A. G. Hewhy
(Maunager of the Agrieultural Bank) and
A. Despeissis, who were members of the
Railway Advisory Board when the Narrogin-
Armadale and Narrogin-Dwarda railways
were recommended for construction, still
members of the board? 4, If not, why not?
5, Is it the intention of the Government to
endeavour to secure proper continuity of
policy and co-ordination in new railway
proposals by restoring to the board the ex-
perienced officials upon whose reports so
many railways have been buili}

The PREMIER replied:—1, The Surveyor
General, Director of Agriculture, Chief
Traffic Manager, and R. J. Anketell. 2,
3rd February, 1920. 3, No. 4, Mr. Hewby
ia not now available for this work, and Mr.
Despeissis is not in the Service, 5, The
constitution of the board as at present is
satisfactory.

QUESTION—ALLOWANCES TO WIT-
NESSES AND JURORS.

My, JOHNSTON asked the Premier:—1
Is it trme that under the official ‘‘geala o
allowances to witneases and jurors,’’ ap-
proved by the Governor in Executive Coun-
cil, farmers are paid from 11s. to 15s. per
day for loss of time attending court, whilst
schoolmasters, bank managers, inspectors,
auctioneers, commission agents, and others
following similar clerical occupations are
paid from 16s. to 2ls. per day, under section
{¢) of the regulationt 2, Will the Govern-
ment have the scale amended so as to place
those who follow the occupation of farmer
on at least the same plane of remuneration
as the other occupations mentioned?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, execepting
where special loss or otber extraordinary
circumstanees are shown, when the case is
dealt with under clause 14. 2, The secale is
now under review in the Department, and



864

when suggestions are submitted to the Min-
isler this matter will he considered with
othera.

QUESTION—LUNACY ROYAL COMMIS-
SION'S REPORT.

Mr. SIMOXNE asked the Colonial Seerctary:
1; Is it the intention of the Government te
print and eirculate the report of the Lunacy
Commission? 2, ¥f so, whenf

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY replied: 1
and 2, Report already printed, and is now
being distributed.

QUESTION-—GOVERXMENT SAVINGS
BANK.

Personal file, C. P. J. Leschen.

Mr. STMONS (without notice) asked the
Premier: Will he lay on the Table of the
House the personal file of C. P. J. Leschen,
Jate manager of the State Savings Bank?

The PREMLER replied: Certainly.

MOTION—GOVERNMENT SAVINGS
BANK, MANAGER'S RETIREMENT.

To inquire by Select Committte,

My, J. J. BIMONS (East Perth) [4.37]:
I move—

That a seleet committee be appointed to
inquire into and report upon the circum-
stances attending the retirement of the late
manager of the State Savings Bank,
C. P. J. Leschen.

I move this motion believing that it should
be the function of Parliament to make every
cffort to ensure that no servant of the Gov-
crnment is ever unjustly visited with punish-
ment, or made the innocent victim of hard-
ship. The matters relating to the officer
under review represent an ccho of the exeit-
ing times of the war. Under the pressore
of popular fecling, certain action was taken
by the two Governments in office during the
war peried, by which action a very old servant
of the State was dismissed from his office,
deprived of his emoluments, and refused
whkat seems te me to be lis undeniable right
to n pension. The officer under notice joined
the serviee in 1896, and during a period of
two decades built up an unchallengeable re-
putation for industry, loyalty, integrity, and
ability. The personal file of this officer was
on the Tahle of the Hounce during the greater
rart of last session, and is still available. A
eareful perusal of the records shows that in
losing the manager of its Savings Bank, the
State lost a servant against whom there was
not one substantiated charge of wrong-doing.
On the contrary, if we analyse the file we find
many evidences from officinl sources of the
loyal service thia gentleman gave to his State
and to his country. For example, when the
position of manager of the State Savings
Bank was open, a number of applicants were
considered; and for the only time in the his-
tory of the State, candidates were examined
by a board of commercial and finan¢ial men
of this eity. Mr. Leschen, after a most ex-
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acting and analytical examination, was ap-
pointed to the vacant position as being the
finest eandidate offering. If we follow his
vareer during the succecding years we shall
find that a bank which waa in a state of
ckaos, the mismanagement of which was a
subject of everyday reference, eventually was
trken ase the pattern on which the greni:r
number of the savings banks of Australia
were eventnally remodelled. In other words,
this officer originateil and developed a system
which Leeame a pattern for the INastern
States. I, as an individnal, ean reeall one
of the reforms which he introduced, namely,
the abelition of the old cumbersome method,
operating before his term of office, under
which it was neeessary for a (depositor to
give the hank three days’ notice hefore a
withdrawal could he made. That restriction,
naturally, placed the State Savings Bank in
a very difficult position rclatively to private
enterprise, 'The reform in question is only
one of many which we citizens may be able
to reeall as originating from Mr. Lesclien,
On reference to the file as far back as 1909,
ong finds a minute made by Mr, 8 R. L.
Eliott, Under Treasurer, in regard to this
officer—

He has laboured unremittingly to bring
the Bank np to its present satisfactory
position, and is desrving of every comsid-
eration.

Beading the personal file we find a letter from
Dr. MoXNeil, from which it appears that thig
officer had to be laid aside owing to illness,
which tbe doctor attributes to a disease due
tu overwork, 1 know some members of this
Chamber have the idea that Government ser-
viots do not suffer from overwork, but here
is medical testimony as to a very responsible
officer heing laid nside because of his con-
scientious diseharge of duties, without re-
gard to time or personal health. Reading
further into the file we get some light
as to his relationship with his staff. We find
letters conveying thanks from the Post and
Telegraph Assoctation of Employees, from the
Postmasters’ Association, and from other
bodies of public servants for whom he had
performed good work. We find also letters
fram various organisations, including the
board of directors of the Australian Natives’
Asgoeiation, all paying testimony to his ex-
cellent service. Then, when the Government
of 1911 looked around for thres of its most
capable officers to comstitnte the Workers’
Homes Board, the late manager for the State
Savings Bank was one of the first to be nom-
inated. I mention these things, withont over-
stressing the case, in order to show what a
splendid record, extending over 20 years, thie
officer had in rclation to his serviee to the
State. Of course 2 man holding such a re-
sponsible position could never carry out hig
dnties properly withont making en;mies.
There is no man holding a high position in
this country, whether it is in the adminis-
trative section of government or in the Par-
liamentary section of government, who, if
he is doing his duty, does not make ememies.
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The Minister for Works: I know I do.

Mr. SIMONS: This man was pursued for
some years, but without suceess. 'Then came
the war. When the people of our country
were carried away by enthusiasm, when some
of us were probably carried away by hysteria
and for a time onr judgment was over-
¢louded, when we lost our judgment, we looked
for victims; and this man, T helieve, is one
of the innocent victims of the trying times
between 1914 and 1918.

Mr, Mann: [ do not know that anybody
tooked for victims.

Mr. SIMOXNS: An association was formed
in Perth for the purpose of creating vietims.
There was here an association which gave the
Jeader of my yarty the option of paying £50
or going to gaol for six months. One of the
charges brought against Leschen was that he
was a German. This has a very important
bearing on the analysis of the position, Les-
chen was horn in South Australia over 50
years ago. The family originated in Poland
and lived there during the time of the
Reformation, when ome of the family pro-
genitors, a bishop of the Roman Catholic
church, went over to the reformed chureh and
so had to leave Poland. The family, there-
fore, is of Polish origin, but later on were
located in Holstein. Holstein-Slesvie became
part of Germany, but was not German terri-
tory when the then head of the Leschen
family left Denmark and came to SBouth Ans-
tralia in 1857, Tt was not until 1866 that that
part of Denmark beeame German territory.
Tn 1863 the then head of the family hecame
a British sobject. As one who knows South
Australia very well, T ean bear testimony to
the high rvepute in which Lesehen senior was
held in Adelaide, It is true that Carl Les-
chen’s mother was born in Hamburg, Ger-
nuny. Bot she eame to Australia in her 14th
year. Neither the father nor the mother ever
returned to the land of their origin, having
accepted Australia as their coontry. Lesehen
was horn in this country, and never knew any
ether country. Not by the wildest stretch of
imapination can we regard him as being a
German. However, there was here at the time
an association which started what was called
a Hun hont. They singled out various mem-
bers of the community and charged them with
dislovalty, No less a person than the Minis-
ter for Mines, then Premier of the State,
was placed on the raek by this gang of in-
quisitors, charged with being a pro-German,
and was even howled down at a public meet-
jng at His Majesty’s theatre. The head of
that association was a half-Christian, half-
Mohammedan lawyer with a most unsavery
reputation. The man who originated these
charges against Leschen was a member of the
executive of the All-British Association. That
man had been dismissed by Leschen for in-
competency. Using the favourable state of
public opinion of the day, he endeavoured to
snatch the vengeanee for which he had waited
for so many years. Let us for a moment
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analyse some of the charges made against
Leschen. I have gone through the police
files very earefully—on that point the mem-
ber for Perth (Mr. Mann) will be able to
throw greater light than I—and although in-
guiries were set going from Fremantle to
Meekatharra, although the whole of the exeel-
lent machinery of ocur police and Criminal
Investigation Department was set in motion,
not one speck of evidence against Leschen’s
honour or probity or loyalty could be adduced.
One of the charges was that he was eoncerned
in spiriting messages from Australia to Ger-
many. When this charge was referred to the
Military Department, the then secretary to
the department, Mr. Trumble, replied in this
way—

With reference to the transmission of let-
ters from Western Australia to Germany,
I am to refer you to the Poreign Office
notice dated 27th February and published
in the Commonwealth of Australia ‘‘Gaz-
ette’” on 22nd May, 1915, in which it is
notified that private letters are allowed to
bo sent to enemy countries.

Here is a man accosed of doing something
unlawful which, however, the British Foreign
Office had specifically stated was not for-
bidden. By special despateh published in the
Commonwealth ‘Gazette’’ it was laid down
that there was no restriction whatever on pri-
vate letters between the Commonwealth and
Germany; yet one of the charges against Les-
chen was that he had been spiriting private
Ietters from the Commonwealth to Germany.
It shows how hysterical were some of the
people who were lodeing charges of this kind.
In point of fact, there was mot any proof
that Leschen ever wrote to Germany during
the currency of the war.

Mr, Mann: T think you ought to make that
point clear. Ts there any cvidence that he
dild write?

Mr. SIMONS: I have perused the file
carefully, and I ean say there is no evidence.
police or eivil, that he ever wrote to Giermany
at any time during the war. Another charpge
wag that he spoke German in his own home.
To that eharge [ suppose he has te plead
guilty, But I know that in my own district
in South Australia, where 30 per eent. of the
population was of German origin, a boy went
out and won the military eross, won it fight-
ing on our side, went out of a home where
nothing but German was spoken. The secre-
tary of the Returned Soldiers’ League in
my own town, a man whose parents were both
German, alse went out and covered himself
with glory fighting for our side. At that
time the German language was in the eur-
riculum of every high sehool in Anstralia.
If a parent, because he had knowledge of
another language, toock the opportunity to
gpeak it in his own home in order that
hiz children might become familiar with two
longuages, was that a erime? German at one
time was snpoken in the palaces of England,
notwithstanding which the owners and oecu-
ponts of those palaces fought, and fought
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well on our side. If the speaking of German
hzd been an offence, 30 per cent. of the offi-
cers of the whole of the British army wounld
have been adjudged puilty of treason. An-
other charge, put up by a Government servant,
against Legchen was that he employed none
bul German zirls as servants in his own home.
From 1806 to 1916, during the greaster part
of which time he was never without domestie
help, he had German girla in his home on
only three oceasions. One was for a few
weeks in 1906, and another was in April,
1914, just betore the war, the third oceasion
being when he took in a hungry girl, chased
from pillar te post because of her nation-
ality, and gave her shelter for a few weceks.
But he took this safeguard: he went to the
district eommandant’s office and reported
that he was sheltering a girl who, becanse of
her nationality, was on the verge of com-
mitting suicide, That was not the action of
a man impelled by any motive other than
that of humaunity te a girl in serious diffi-
culty. Yet his hnmane act has been cited as
an art of treachery to our people. If we
arc to take an wabiassed view regarding the
services of Leschen, T am sure every member
of the House will aecept as an officer of very
high repute the Public Service Commissioner,
the late Mr, Juil. Mr. Jull wrote a very
definite minute in regard to proposals then
being put forward that Lesechen should be
sacrified. Dated August, 1916, the minute
Tung—-

T am distinctly of opinion that Mr,
Leschen's easc is entirely different from
the cases of Gloe and Bennecke, natural-
ised Prussians, and although it may be
necessary in deference to the state of pub-
liec opinion to remove him from the control
af such a poblic institurion as the Savings
Bank, T doubt whether it would be just and
right to threw him cntirely on his own re-
sources. [ base these views on the two
foilowing facts and opinicns: (1) He is
a Britith-horn subject, and T am of opinion
he is a loyal subjeet of the Crown. (2)
He has suceessfully built up and controlled
the State Savings Bank of which he bas
been an officer for 20 vears, during which
time he has been manager for 13 years,
and I am of opinion that the public feel-
ing which is now sct against him is the
reault in great measure of hig having from
time to time to eharge some of his officers
with offences which resolted in their dis-
mis<al. The late case of Bremner is one
in point, as T know they hoped to influence
a jury if they could got the case before
one, playing on Mr. Leschen’s presumed
nationality, Having repard, therefeore, to
all the circumstances of the case, T think
it would be unjust to ignere the past good,
and T believe loyal, service rendered to the
Crown, and treat him, a British subjeet by
birth, no better than we treat others of
enemy birth and merely naturalised. A
man might seek to be naturalised for wl-
ferior reasons, but thim eanneot be said of
a man born a British subiect.
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Then comes this important addendam—

You may know that Mr. J. G. Hay, who
was on the staffi of the Al)-British Asso-
ciation, was onge on the temporary staff
of the bask and was paid off by Mr.
Leschen because he was unsuitable.

That bears out the peint 1 have already men-
tioned, namely, that this ebarge wus largely
promoted by a dismissed oilicer locking for
vengeanee and using the ¢ry of loyalty te
the British Empire in order to sacrifiee a
man who had parted with his company be
canee  of ineffiviency. The whole file is
crammed with evidence of that kind. Let us
lnok at the other side of the picture and
examine the file for evilenre of ILoschen's
Teyalty—1 want to say ne was a moember of
the British Overseas Club formed in Perth
ahout 1909 far the purpose of promoting a
closer union botween the (different dominions
of the Britsh Empire; Leschen was one of
the officers of that body, and was one of its
fonnders. On the 17th September, 1915, he-
fore the All-British Asscciation had de-
neanded his body, this letter from him ap-
j€eared on the file—

I can assure you no man ean possibly
e more sincerely loyal and attached to
the land of his birth than I and mine are.
For Australia and what Australia stands
for, I am prepared to stand or fall. Aus-
tralin’s enemies are my enemies.

That is signed ‘' Carl Leschen.”’

Mr. Riehardson: What was his object in
writing that?

Mr. SIMONS: Because it expressed the
sentiments of his heart.

Mr. Richardson: Was
agginst him then?

Mr, SIMONS:

Mr. Richardsen:
write it?

Mr. SIMONS: Somehody wrote sympa-
thising with him in the unfair treatment to
which lie had been subjected. Before his re-
tirement he wrote again, and the letter ap-
pears on the file as follows:—

T court the fullest inquiry into any and
every rumour in ciremlation. I fear mno-
thing. 1 am a natural born Australian,
and as sueh eclaim my right to serve my
king in a ecivil or any other caparity as
one of his most loyal subjeets.

Those are written statements by a man whom
nobody ean say was a hypocrite. The case
wag referred to the Solicitor Gencral, 2 man
known for his calm, cold and dispassionate
judgment. Tn Clause 7 on page 81 of the
file the Solicitor General says—

There is a suggestion on the file of Mr.
Leschen's pro-German sympathies. He
however, maintains that he is a loyaf
British subject. Proceedings with a view
to dismissal on the ground of disloyalty
would mean suspension, an ingniry by the
Commissoner and an appeal to a board,
There are not in my opinion sufficient
grounds to justify sueb action.

That is the opinton of the Crown Solicitor,
anl I prefer to accept his opinion to that of

there no charge

There never has been.
Then what led him to
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raving jingoes who never have, nor will have
any statns in this community of ours. We
ctome to the manner in which Leschen’s
services were dispensed with. First of all
m  response to the pressure which was
brought on the Government, Leschen was
granted three months leave on full pay.
An officer ir one of the departments, who
had made up his mind to remorselessly pur-
sue¢ Leschen, shifted his ground as the file
indicates, and finally put up a charge that
because of the uapopularity of the manager
consequent upon his supposedly German
origin, something like a run had taken place
on the Savings Bank. I do not wish Lo
weary the House by going into details re-
lating to that charge, but it is important
that it should be referred to, because stress
was laid on that phase, and the Government
of the day, believing that the charge was
justified, asked Mr. Leschen to take leave
for three monthe. Then at the conclusion
of that peried, he was asked to take a
furtber term of threec months. The state-
ments regarding the depreciation in the
deposits of the Savings Bavk are not un-
contradicted, but even admitting that sueh
a charge was correct, I ask hon. members
whether the punishment which has been in-
flicted upon this mun is in proportion to the
injury his presence was supposed to have
done to the Bavings Bank. A man who has
served the State for 20 years, it seems to
me, has the right to expect that he will have
aome sort of tenure of office, and he has the
right to expect that he will pass on to that
period of his Jife wben throngh old age he
will be able to retire, and that he may make
his plans accordingly. In this case without
any definite charge being made, and without
being given the opportunity to defend him-
self, a succeeding Government took the
responsibility of compulsorily retiring him,
They have punigshed him in this way: that
after 20 long years of service he is deprived
of those emoluments he had the right to
expect. He is denied the right to receive a
pension which was considered an integral
part of the terms of his amployment. TIn
sddition to that he has had put upon his
forehead the stigma of being a traitor to
the country which hore naim, and he has
never been permitted the opportunity to
deny that aeccusation. That is a stigma
which will nof disappear with the passing
of Lesehen; it is a stigma which will go on
to his children, his grandehildren and his
great-grandchildren. I ask hon. members
whether they think it is fair, whether they
think it is British justice or Australian fair
play to do thiz kind of thing to & man
without giving him the chance to reply. The
position is this: If we nssume this man to
be a German—and his eyes have never be-
held any other part of the world ‘but Aus-
tralia, he has never inhaled the atmosphere
of any country but ours—have we the right
to de-naturalise him? I submit we have no
such right, neither a man-made right-nor a
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divine right to de-naturalise him, and de-
clare that he has no ecountry, If he is not
an Australian, what is be? Even supposc
he was a German, which he is not, are we
to say that a public servant, because the
land from which his parents came 60 years
before, declared war on us, is to be deprived
of his rights, remembering too that he has
given 20 years of faithful service. There is
no one who can defend such an action, Let
us take for example the Chief Electoral
Officer whe lately retired, Mr, Stenberg,
too, was a faithful and a loyal officer. Sup-
pose Sweden, the country from which he
came, had come into the war against us.
What would he have had to do with bring-
ing Sweden into the war? He had no more
to do with keeping Bweden out of the war
than Leschen’s mother had in bringing
Germany into it. At the present moment
we are on the eve of troublous times, and
we are not sure on which side the French
nation will be found fighting. Are we to
say, therefore, that young men born of
French parents, are to be denied the right
to be called Australians in consequence of
that? Picture where that will lead us if
we accept it as a reason. If to-morrow
France took np arms againgt the Britiab
Empire, would the Government of Canada
with its four million French-Canadians, born
iz Canada, say to those people, **You have
no country”? See what a ridiculous pre-
eedent we are attempting to establish, even
though there are some who will persist in
saying that Germany was the native land of
Leschen’s parents. I do mot wish to take
up more time except to say that by carrying
this motion we shall not be affirming rein-
statement, nor affirming compensation; we
ghall merely be affirming the advisability of
giving thig man a trial, holding an inquiry
into the circumstances surrounding his dis-
missal, and giving him an opportunity of
removing the stigma which unfairly has
been placed upon him, If we do that we
shall be following the precedent of acting
up to the noblest ehivalrous traditions of
France at the time when serious charges
were made against the soldier Dreyfus. We
all remember how Zola day after day ansi
year after year fought for Dreyfus, until
finally the French Parliament gave the man
wrongly condemned a chance to appear be-
fore a tribumal to explain exactly where he
stood. That is all that we ask in this case.
I do hope that hon. members will -not stand
for any dismissal and will not stand for
the sacrifice of any man upon the altar of
unreasoning prejudice without giving that
man a chance to appear before his country-
men so that he may clear himself and his
family of the stigma which has been placed
upon them as an act of vengeance. I hope
kon. members will review whaf this unfair
sentence has meant to Leschen who spent
the whole of his young manhood in qualify-
ing to administer a department of State,
and who is suddenly thrown on to the
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world, branded in such a way that
no firm would dare to employ him for
fear of being charged with giving work to
one who had been branded as a traifor.
Imagine, too, the sufferings of this man who,
though physically wnfit, has been driven to
manuaal) labour, eking out an existence, well
sinking, clearing, and fencing, in an effort
to provide for those he loves, and who to-day,
exhausted, ig an invalid in a convalescent home
at Cottesloe, with three doctors to attend to
him. T do not believe there is one member in
this Houte who can justly say to himself
that Leschen did anything in his career to
deserve pnmishment of this kind. At least,
therefore, a seleet committee should be given
the opportunity of determining the question
whether Leschen deservas the terrible punish-
ment which the State has inflicted upon him.
T am only asking that the seleet committee
be appointed so that it may be deecided
whether the humiliation he is undergoing to-
day is punishment he deserves.

On motion by the Premier
journed.

debate ad-

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERXNS
ACT AMENDMENT,

Received from the Couneil.

Mr, SPEAKER: T have received a message
from the Council transmitting a Bill to amend
the State Trading Concerns Act. Has any
mvmber been asked to take charge of the
Bilt

AMr. O'Loghlen: Throw it out.
father or mother,

“Alr. A. THOMSON: I will take charge of
it. T move—

That the Bill be now read a first time.
.Question put and declared negatived.
Division called for.

It has no

Point of Order.

Hon, P. Collier: I rise to a point of order.
I must enter my protest againat the procedure
that has been adopted. You put the motion,
Sir, and declared it lost and no request
came from any hon. nember

Mr. Mann: Yes.

Hon, P. Collier: Disputing the fact.

Mr. Speaker: 1 put the question again.

Hon, P. Collier: The question was put in
an ordinary way and you gave your decision,
After a lapse of a few seconds a request was
made by a member on the cross benches, and
the question was put a seeond time. This
was giving a privilege to members to which
they were not cotitled in the ecircumstances.
When you gave your ruling in the first case
no division wns called for at the moment.

Mr, Speaker: When I read the Message
I was not aware who was going to take charge
of the Bill. I therefore paused. Apparently
no arrangement had heen made for any mem-
ber to take charge of the Bill. I put the

gnestion, and I poticed a murmur amongst:
members indicating that they. did not reakise.
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what the Message was. I put the question
again and decided in favour of the ‘*Noes.!’
Some member said something about dividing.
I, therefore, put the question again for the
benefit of members, I gave my decision in
favour of the ‘f{Noes,’’ whieh I thought were
predominant. A division was then ealled for
and in the eircumstances it must proceed.

Debate resumed.

l’I‘he House divided with the following re-
sult;—

Ayes .. .. o .. 26
Nocs .. .. .. .. 13
Majority for .. .. 18
AYES,
Mr. Broun 8ir James Mitchell
Mr. Carter Mr. Mooey
Mre. Cowan Mr. Pickering
Mr. Davies Mr. Plesse
Mr. Durack Mr. Richardson
Mr. George Mr, Ssmpson
Mr. Gibson Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Harrison Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Hichkmott Mr, A, Thomson
Mr. Jobhpston Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr, Underwood
Mr, C. C, Maley Mr. Mullany
Mr. H. K. Maley (Teller,)
Mr. Mann
NoEs,

. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Chessom Mr. Munzle
Mr. Colller Mr. Simons
Mr. Corboy Mr. Walker
Mr, Heron Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Marshall (Teller.y

Question thus passed.
Bill read a first time.

Mr, A, THOMSON (Katanning) [5.19]:
I move—
That the second reading of the Bill be
made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting of the House,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.20]: I
move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘the next sitting of the
Houge’’ be struck out and ‘‘this day six
months’’ inserted in lieu.

I do not think we shounld take up the time of
Hovse over this Bill

Mr. Mann: Let it go at that.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It is much better to
waste an hour or two comsidering it now
than waste days later on in the session.,

Mr. Underwood: It is just as well to have
e clear diseussion on the question.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The House should not
allow this Bill to be considered, having re-
gard to the manner in which it wae seat here.
It was the product of a private member in
another place. I have no doubt we should not
have had it at all but for the- fact that the
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member who introduced it in another place
has had a good deal of leisure time onm his
hands during the last four weeks. Having
a derire to be employed on something, he has
filled in his time in the preparation of this
Bill. Tt apparently ¢ame here without the
knowledge of any member. When the mes-
sage wav first read no one undertook to ac-
eept any responsibility for it. It was merely
an act of charity, as it were, and a desire
to father an orphan, that prompted the mam-
ber for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) to sponsor
the Bill

Mr. Underwood: Tt was an act of courtesy
te another place. .

Hon, P. COLLIER: T am opposed to the
Bill ocenpying a position on our Notice
Paper. 1 understand it deals with some pro-
vision of the Act governing the existence and
control of our SHtate trading concerns. If
any action is taken in this direction it should
emanate from the Government, The question
of the sale or retention of our State trading
concerng should be one of policy. It is a
matter of the utmost importance. It iz not
one that chould originate from a private
member and, having originated in that way,
we ghould not give it any consideration. The
time of the House should not be occupied in
dealing with it,

Mr. A. THOMSON (EKatanning-—on amend-
ment)} [5.23]): I trust the House will not
accept the amendment, The matter has besn
disecussed for some time. The Minisfer
for Works recently threw out a chal-
lenge to members to the effect that if the
House wanted to debate the question, a pri-
vate member should introduee a measure and
pive the House an opportunity to disemss it.
It is in the interests of the State that a mat-
ter of poliey of this sort should be decided.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow any de-
bate on a Bill of which T know nothing and
of which the House knows nothing. The hon.
member must confine his remarks to the
amendment, and to the question as to whether
the sccond reading of the Bill shall be made
an Order of the Day for the next sitting of
the House or set down as an Order of the
Day for this day six months. The principles
or merits of the Bill cannot be diseussed.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I accept your decision.
I was simply following the lines of the
speech of the Leader of the Opposition. 1
trust the House will not agree to the amend-
ment, but will give members an opportunity
to discuss the merits of the Bill.

Mr. TNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [525]: T
oppose the amendment on the ground demon-
sirated by the member for Katanning (Mr.
A. Thomson). If it is a question of policy,
as suggested by the Leader of the Opposition,
this Howse should have every opportunity of
discnssing such policy. In advecating that we
should consider the Bill, I am not suggesting
that I am in favour of disposing of the State
tradine conrerns. Y am not in favour of do-
ing so.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member canuot
diseunss that peint.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: 1T am uot discusing
it, but am stating that the House has the
right to do so Jater on. If we carry thid
amendment we shall be depriving the House
of that right. We have not scen the Bill, and
should be allowed to read it and decide upon
the provisions contained in it. I rely apon
the common sense of the House to do what is
right when the questiou is fairly and squarely
before ws, Tt is not before ns now. If we dd
not like the Bill when we see it, we will cast
it out,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.30]: The
member for Katanning (Mr. A. Thomson),
said that T had stated that private members
shonld not introduce a Bill. What I said was
that those who are opposed to State trad-
ing concerns should have the courage of their
cpinions and get someone to deal with the
matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
cannot diseuss that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 do not
intend to. I suggest to the Leader of the Op-
position that hiy amendment should be with-
drawn. ‘The fecling of members is clearly
that a matter that deals with high prineiples
shoulid be the subject of an open debate. If
it were decided to stop that debate to-dav, &
great wrong would be done. I suggest that
from his point of view the better conrse would
be for him to withdraw his amendment.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-Fast Fre-
mantle) [5.31]: I hope the Leader of the
Opposition will not withdraw his amendment.
This is a qnestion of dealing with a Bill
bronght in by a private member in anothex
place, without having made any arrangements
with an hon, member of this Chamber to take
charpe of the Bill for him here. ’

The Minister for Agriculture: How do
you know? He may have made an arrange-
ment with gome hon. member who is not pre-
sent to-day.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The faet remaing
that he is not here. The private member in
another plaee could havdly have made ar-
rangements with a member here, because the
Bill has not been disposed of by another
place for more than 24 hours.

The Minjster for Agriculture: It is pos-
sible that he could have made arrangements
with a member here.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN:
has not done so.

Mr. SPEAKER:
not under disenssion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: Perhaps he is like
the Minister and has not the conrage of his
oy inions.

The Minister for Agriculture:
you know that?

Hon. P. Collier: As Leader of the Country
Party, you should accept the instructions of
your conference.

But evidently bhe

Order! That matter is

How “do
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The Minigter for Agricnlture: Or the in-

structions of Mr. Lovekin?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is no neces-
sity for any right to discuss the guestion to
be provided by means of a Bill. It can be
done by way of a motion. That would not
debar discussion by any means.

Hon. P. Collier: It could be done oa the
Estimates.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T took it when the
Minister for Works interjected, thai he re-
ferred to the Bill. I thought he referred to
a private member introducing a Bill and tak-
ing the matter of policy out of the hands of
the Government,

Capt. Carter:
tion,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
big distinction.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Money: One is operative and the
other ig a discussion,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is & differ-
ence between the two.

Capt. Carter: TYou might pet somewhare
arising out of this propesal.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is the ques-
tion of the policy of the Government.

Mr. Pickering: Are they not pledged to
dispose of the Btate trading concerns?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know
whether they should be. T know they are not
pledged to dispose of them at a sacrifice of
the interests of the country.

Mr. Latham: They are not asked to saeri-
fice them.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The member for
York would sacrifice anything he cculd get.
This Bill has been introduced, not to carry
out a policy in the besi interests of the State,
but to force the hands of the Government to

That is only a fine Qistine-

There is a very

do something not in the best interests of

Western Anstralia,

The Premier:
Bilt

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The Hquse can-
not discuss the merits of the Bill,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know
what is in the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot assume what is in the Biil for the
purposes of this debate.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I can assume that
the Bill deals with State trading concernas.
The motion is for the second reading of the
Bill to be fixed.

Hon., P. Collier: XNo legislation is required
to deal with the State trading concerns.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: None whatever.
If T were to introduce a private Bill in this
Chamber and 1 wanted it dealt with in an-
other place, before the Bill had passed the
seeond reading stage here I would go to some
member in the Upper House and disclose to
him the contents of the Bill. T would inform
th#t member of my object in introducing the
meagure, I would do that so as to ascertain
from him whether he would take charge of
the Bill in another place. In the present in-
stance, what is the position? A Bill has come

But we have not seen the
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down to us and the Speaker announced it.
When he did so, not a solitary member of the
House was prepared to take it up.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the question
before the Chair.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am pgiving
reasons why the Bill should not be read a
second time at the nexi sitting of the House.
Why was ne hon. member prepared to take
it up? Because they did not know the con-
tents of the Bill,

Mr. Piesse: Out of conrtesy to another
place we should agree to the motiown.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am pleased the
hon. member raieed the question of courtesy.
Would it not be un uet of courtesy on the
part of the member in another place for him
to arrange with a member here to take charge
of the Rill?

Mr. Piesse: Admittedly.

Mr. Harrison: Two wrongs do not make &
right.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That is so, but it
appears to me that the person introducing the
Bill, by not making proper arrangments for
the Bill to be dealt with in this Chamber,
showed that e had little confidenece in his own
Bill. He was afraid to discuss the question
with any member in this Chamber, sc appar-
ently he said, *'T will send the Bill down to
the Legiglative Assembly on the offchance
that someonc will be foolish enough to take
it up.'? After Mr. Speaker had allowed some
time to elapse, eventually one member took np
the Bill. He did it in a very half-hearted
manner. He knew it was necessary to move
a further motion so that it could he dealt
with. 1 ask hon, members if this House i
prepared to deal with a question like this in
tines like the present?

Capt. Carter: Why not?

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN:
will know that very soon.

Mr. Mann: We take that ag a veiled threat.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
can neeent it in any way he likes.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion before the
Chair is that eertain words proposed to be
left out shall stand part of the question. It
is not a matter of discussing the Bill

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I am giving rea-
sens why we should not discuss it. I must
give justifiable reasons if I think something
is to be brought before this Chamber which
is detrimental to the State, otherwise I ean-
not debate the question at all. I honestly be-
lieve that by agreeing to the motion, we will
be doing something that is detrimental to the
State. We will, however, do something that
will be benecficial to the Eastern States and
detrimental to Western Australia if we agree
to the motion. We will do something bene-
ficial to the commission agents, and detri-
mental to the workers. We try to encourage
Jocal manufactures!

Mr. Wilson: We want work for our un-
employed.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We have now a Bill
which is intended to affect comcerns which
are providing for thousands each year.

The hon. member
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Mr. SPFAKER: Order! The hon. member
cannot discuss the Bill.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIX: I am not discussing
the Bill. T do not know what is in it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member iz mak-
ing a statement concerning the Bill. I will
not allow a discussion on the merits of the
Bill. T do nct know what is in it. The ques-
tion before the Houwse has referenee to the
fixing of the date for the second reading of
the Bill.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Any measure deal-
ing with State trading concerns affects the
poliey of the State, the workers of the State
and our manufactories. It affcets the indus-
tries producing aificles in Western Aunstralia,
whieh otherwise wonld have to be imported
from other parts of the world. T am not
dealin® with the Biil at all. T do not know
whether the Bill says we should sell these
trading eoncerns or whether we shounld keep
them,

The Premier:
contains?

Why not sec what the Bill

Point of Order.

Hon. T. Walker: On a point of order. I
submit the whole diseussion is irregular and
the question is not before the House in any
fortn. I will refer the Committee to Standing
Orders 259 and 263. Standing Order 259
reads as follpws:—

The member having leave, or the Com-
mittee appointed to bring in a Bill, shall
prepare a draft of such Bill, with the neces-
sary blanks to be filled up in GCommities of
the whole Honse, and shall present a fair
copy thereof to the Honse at an early day.
Mr. Sucaker: The Bill is here. That has

been complied with.

Hon. T. Walker: The first reading of a Bill
i3 not usually diseussed. A Bill can be dis-
enssed at all stages.

Mr. Speaker: I think I ean put the hon.
member right,

Hon, T. Walker: As a preliminary we
should have the Bill before us. We should
be able to refer to it and ascertain whether it
is worthy of being read a first timo. I take
it that Mr. Speaker himself should, once the
Bill is received, rlance through it to ascertain
what it is proposed to submit to the House.
Tt may he a matter that should not be enter-
tained for a moment. The Bill may be out
of arder. T presume Mr, Speaker knows what
is in the Bill. If that be se, Mr. Speaker
knows if it is a Bill dealing with public ex-
penditure in connection with State trading
CONEerns.

Mr, Speaker: The Bill is before the House,
and I think T can put the hon. member right.

Hon. T. Walker: Does the Bill deal with
the sale of the trading concerns?

Mr. Speaker: The member for Kanowna
has raised a point of order and has quoted
Standing Order 259. The Bill is before the
House complete. On the second question
raised by the hon, member Standing Order
263 reads—
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The first reading of every Bill shall be
proposed immediately after the same has’
been presented.

That lias heen followed. The Bill Jid not’
originate here; it came from another place.
The procedure is for the Minister or member?
to take up such a Bill and move that it he?
rend a first time, because it is in my posses-
sion. Tf the motion is carried, the Bill is rcad
a first time. No leave is asked to introduee
it, Lecause it is transmitted by messapge from
another place. On the first reading there is,
no debate. The Bill contains only one elause;
which see%s to amrnd a section of the Trading:
Concerns Act. T did not read the section,

Hon. T. Walker: But you must. The House
must be in possession of it.

Mr. Speaker: Standing Order 265 reads—

When any Bill shall be presented by a,
member in porsuance of leave granted, or
an order of the House, or shall be brought.
from the Governor or Legislative Counecil,
the question ‘‘That this Bill be now read
a first time’’ shall be decided without!
amcndment or debate, )

That question was decided. The question now
is that the second reading be made an Order
of the Day for the next sitting of the House,
to which the Leader of the Oppesition has
moved an amendment that ‘‘the next mttmg
of the House'’ be struék ont and ‘this dayﬂ
six months’’ be inserted in lieu. \

Hon. T. Walker: I now take it that the,
Bill is in possession of the Chamber.

Mr. Speaker: Yes.

Hen. T, Walker: Therefore I have a nght
to look at it.

Mr. Speaker: On the second regding the
hon, member will have that right. He knows
the procedure.

Hon. T, Walker: What is the meaning of'
the words in Standing Order No. 263 ‘‘affer”
the same has been presented’’? It does not
matter whether the Bill comes from anothee.
place or is moved by a Minister or private!
member here, The Bill is presented to the'
House for the House fo be cognisant of it,
and therefore I am entitled to know what.
the Bill proposes.

Mr. A. Thomson:
second reading,

Hon. T. Walker: No; how can we tie eur:
intelligence to vote for the first or any other
reading of the Bill unless we know what the!
Bill ia? We¢ have no right to further enter-
tain the Bill, because it is out of order.

Mr. Speaker: On what ground? !
Hon. T. Walker: I shall state it if you
do not get angry. I ask you to let me see the:
Bill, .
Mr. Speaker: There is no objection to the
hon. member seeing the Bill, but it isenot the.,

ustom.

Hon, T. Walker: I care not whetter it is the
custem or not. Some peovle might neglect—,
Mr. Speaker: It is not neglect at all. ‘

Hon. T. Walker: I have n right to see the,
RBill. T find the Bill states—‘'The State’
Tradinz Concerns Act, 1916, iy smended by
omitting the proviso to SBection 25.°7

You get that on the'
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Mr. A. Thomson: Is not this a departure
from the usual procedure of the Houso?

Mr. Speaker: Is the member for Katanning
rising to a point of order?

Mr. A, Thomson: Yes. Are not we de-
parting from the procedure of the House by
permitting any member to see the Bill at this
staget Standing Order No, 268 states—

After the first rcading, a question shall
be put ¢‘That this Bill be printed’’ and
the second reading made an Order of the

Day for some future day.

That does not permit of the Bill being sub-
mitted to the House for discusion. I submit
that it is out of order for the Bill to be dis-
eussed at all. The question before the Hounse
is that the second reading be made an Order
of the Day for the next sitting of the House
and the amendment that the second reading
be this day six months. I maintain that the
tlgelmber for Eanowna is not entitled to see the

ill.

Mr. Speaker : There is nothing to pre-
vent the member for Kanowna from sceing
the Bill. Ever since I have been in the
House, a period of nearly 22 years, we have
followed a certain proeedure, which I have
explained. YWhen I looked at this Bill I saw
it contained one clause, but it conveyed noth-
ing to me beyond that it sought to amend a
section of the Trading Concerns Act. The
question before the House is the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition. The
Bill is before the House, but we cannot dis-
euss it. The almost invariable practice has
been not to put copies of Bills before mem-
bers until the Minister or member in charge
rose to move the second reading.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is my peint.

Mr. Speaker: During my experience no
member has ever asked te see a Bill af thia
stage.

Hon. T. Walker: I have no right to debate
your direetion, but there is a full answer to it.
What I want to point out is that the Bill is
out of order and that we cannot congider it
or carry it any further on the ground that it
deals with a2 matter affecting revenue. Such
a Bill must be introduced into this House by a
Minister and by mesage.

Mr. Speaker: What js there in the Bill
dealing with revenue?

‘Hon. T. Walker: The provision regarding
Parliamentary approval for the sale of State
trading coxmeerns. 1

Mr. Speaker: That is not in the Bill before
the House.

Hon. T. Walker: That is the Bill before
the House. Its object is to amend a revenuec
section of an existing Act.

Mr. A. Thomson: How can you say that
until yow have seen the Billt

Hon. T. Walker: I have seen the Bill.

Mr. A, Thomson: It is not before the
House.

Hon. T. Walker: It is before the House; it
has been read a first time. Have common
sense! My point of order is that a matter
dealing with the finanees of the State must be
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introdueed by a member of the Government
and must originate in this House.

Mr. Speaker: The Bill reads—'‘ The State
Trading Concerns Act, 1916, is amended by
omitting the proviso to Section 25.’’ That
does not indicate what Section 25 of the Aect
is.

Hon. T, Walker: It does, if you look at the
proviso.

Mr, Speaker: Section 46 of the Constitu-
tion Aect Amendment Act, 1921, reads as
followa:—

Bills appropriating revenue or moneys,
or imposing taxatiom, shall not originate
in the Legislative Council; but a Bill ghall
not be taken to appropriate revenue or
moneys, or to impose taxation, by reason
only of its containing provisions for the
impusition or appropriation of fines or
other pecuniary penalties, or for the de-
mand of payment or appropriation of fees
for licenszes, or fees for registration or
other services under the Bill

This House passed that amending legislation
last session. Subsection 5 of the same Act
reads—
Except as provided in this section, the
Legislative Council shall have equal power
with the Legislative Assembly in respect
of all Bills,
The Bill we are now considering is not con-
trary to that section. That is my ruling.

Hou, T. Walker: The real point has not
been toucked uwpoz. The Bill as you have
read it proposes to omit a proviso in the
State Trading Concerns Act. The proviso,
therefore, must be read in conjuunction with
the Bill.

Mr. Speaker: When the second reading of
a Bill is moved its principles are set forth
by the mover. I as well as hon. members
generally, am then in a position to know the
faects concerning it. That is the time for
me to decide such a question as this; not
now.

Hon. T. Walker : I shall be obliged to
move to disseat from your ruling.

Mr. Speaker: I have ruled that the Bill is
in order at preseut.

Dissent from Speaker’s ruling.

Hon, T: Walker: I move—

That this House disgents from Mr,
Speaker’s ruling.

You have ruled that at this stage
Mr. Speaker: That the Bill is in order.
Hon. T. Walker: You have ruled that we

cannot raise the peint as to whether the Biil

is in order or not by reference to the matter
contained in the Bill.

Mr., Speaker: The hon, member knows my
ruling.

Hon. T. Walker: I am not very clear that

I do. [ might object to your ruling on the

ground that Section 46 of the Constitntion

Act Amendment Aet does not affect my

point of order. On the other hand you have
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held that the House cannot consider
proviso that this Bill proposes to delete.

Mr. Speaker: T have ruled that the Bill is
properly betore the House unidler the Consti-
tution Act Amendment Aet, 1921,

Houn. T. Walker: T disagree with you, and
1 will ask hon. members to disagree with
¥ou, in the interests of the House. Seection
46 of the Constitution Act Amendment Act
85—

the

Bills approprizting revenue or moneys,
or imposing taxation, shall not originate
in the Legislative Councl.

There is no objeetion to that. A Bill eannot
be taken to appropriate revenue or moneys,
or to impose taxation, by reason only of its
containing provisions for the impesition or
appropriation of fines, or other pecuniary
penalties, or for the demand of payment or
appropriation of fees for licenses, or fees for
registration or other services under the Bill,
The point I have raised does not come within
the scope of that. This measure deals with
the actual revenue set forth on our Esti-
mates as the revenue of the State, in this
instance revenue from State trading con-
cerng, It does not deal with taxation or the
imposition of finos or appropriation of fees,
ete. Tt is only the first portion of Subsee-
tion 1 of Section 46 of the Coastitution Act
Amendment Act that has reference to this
Bill. By this Bill we are agked to deal with
one of our largest revenue producing
avenues. The proviso in the State Trading
Concerns Act is a3 follows:—.

Provided that possession shall not be
given to an intended purehaser or lessee
under a contract of sale or agreement for
leage until the approval of Parliament has
been obtained.

Are we going to delete that? We are asked
to take away Parliamentary control of this
portion of our revenue producing concerus.
Tle Bill touches vitally our finances, and is
a violation of every constitutional principle.
Such a Bill should originate in this Chamber,
and should be introduced by a Minister of
the Crown.

The Premier: 1o you suggest the Bill
ghould have come down by Message?

Hon, T, Walker: A Bill taking away the
rights of Parliament, and dealing with our
revenue, must orizinate in this Chamber,

The Premier: Because it is a money Bill¢

Hon. T. Walker: Beeanse it deals with our
revenue. If ever there was a case of a Bill
being out of order on the gcore of wrong
origination this is one.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. T. Walker: 1My motion to dissent
from your ruling, Mr. Speaker, reads—

That this House dissents from Mr.
Speaker’s ruling, *‘ That the Bill to amend
the State Trading Conecerns Act, 1916, does
not appropriate revemue or moneys or im-
pose taxation, and that although it origin-
ated in another place and was not intro-
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duced by & Minister, it i» properly before
the House,’’ on the ground that the said
Bill deals with one of the primeipal sources
of revenue of the State, and bhas no other
purpose save that of depriving Parliament
¢l its vontrot of such revenue.

Mr. Speaker: T have ruled that the Bill 1o
amend the Biate Trading Concerns Act, 1916,
i< properly betere the House under Bection
44 of the Constitution Act Amendment Aet,
1921-22, To that ruling the member for
Kanowna has meved a motion of dissent—

That this llouse dirsents from Mer.
Speaker's ruling, ‘“'That the Bill to amend
the State Trading Concerns Aet, 1916, does
not appropirate revenue of moneys or im-
pose taxation, anld that althoegh it origi-
nated in avother plive nnd was not intro-
dueed by a Minister, it is properly before
the House'’

Hon, T. Walker: That is your ruling, 8ir.

Mr. Bpeaker: That is net my ruling. I
nover said anything about a Minister. What
I have said is that the Bill is properly before
the Houre under SBeetion 46 of the Constitu-
tien Amendment Aet, 1921-22. That is my
ruling under that seetion. Now the hon. mem-
ber has put words into his motion of dis-
sent:

Hon. T. Walker:
are points T raised.

Myr. Speaker: They are points the hon.
member raised; they are not mine.

Hon, T. Walker: I raized them as my points
of order, and you rvled against them, Sir.

Mcr. Speaker: The motion to dissent says—

‘‘does not appropriate revenue or moneys
or impose taxation’’——

Hon. T. Walker: That is under Section
46,

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member’s motion
continuce—

‘‘and that althovgh it originated in am-

other place and wns npt introduced by a

Minister, it is properly before the House.’’
That is the hon. member’'s argument. Am
T to understand thaty

Ilon. T. Walker: I understand that you
ruled against me on that, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: I ruled that the Bill is in
order under the scction I have named and
under the Act which T have mentioned twize.
The motion to dissent proceeds—

on the ground that the said Bill deals with

one of the principal sources of revenue of

the State, and has no other pnrpose save
that of depriving Parliament of its control
of auch revenue.

Motion put and negatived.

Buat, Mr. Speaker, those

Debate resumed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have already
suggested that the proper method of deal-
ing with a motion of this kind is to
table a motion asking for an expression of
opinion from hon. members, instead of im-
trodreing a Bill making deflnite alterations
in the law at present governing State trad-
ing concerns. :
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Mr. SPEAEER: I do not think I can allow
g:::] hon. member to discuss the merita of the

,Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am not doing so,
8ir. Burely I have a right to give reasons
why I objeet to the Bill heing set down for
second reading at the next sitting of the
Houge,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is dis-
cussing the merits of the Bill,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I am not doing any-
thing of the kind.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hen. member may
proceed, and we shall see.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am surely allowed
to give rcasons why I consider The Bill should
not be dealt with. I am dealing, not with
the Bill, but with the general prineiple of
State trading concerns.

Mr. SPEAKER: The gencral principle of
State trading concerns is not before tho
House. The question before the House is
whether the words proposed to be struck out
shall stand part of the question. The ques-
tion before the House is that the second read-
ing of the Bill be made an Order of the Day
for the next sitting of the House, and the
amendment, One cannot dircuss the prineiple
of the Bill under that.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: According to your
ruling, Sir, all I can do is to get up and say,
‘I objeet to the second reading of the Bill
being put down for the next sitting of the
House.”* Am I not allowed to give reasons
why I object? I am dealing precisely with
the gquestion before the Chair, which is that
the Bill be read a second time at the next
gitting.

My. SPEAKER: No. The question hefore
the Chair is that the words proposed to be
struck out stand part of the question.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I would have come
to that, Sir, if you have given me time. T am
trying to show reasons why the words should
he deleted. Surely I am entitled to do that.
If I am of opinion that certain legislation
about to be introduced into the House will be
detrimental to the best interests of the State,
I am not worthy to be here unless 1 oppose
sach legislation on the first and on every
other oceasion of its being bronght forward.
Ay opinion is that the effect of the proposed
legislation will be to drive to the Eastern
States work which now provides empleyment
for our people here. Surely to goodness every-
body in the State knows that what we require
here is more population, more workers, more
faetories, more industries of every kind. That
heing so, T think one¢ is quite safe in saying
that a Bill of this deseription should not he
introdueed, as it has been, by a private mem.
ber. It is a child that has no father in this
House. No member of this House was asked
to take charge of it.

Hon. P. Collier: It is an illegitimate child.

Hon. T. Walker: Picked up on the kerb-
stone.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I did not know
before tea, but I hare learnt since, that no
member was asked to father the Bill in this
Chamber.

Mr. Pickering: That is not correst.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Ir is correct. If

there was a little game on before tea, it can-

not be played now. Discourtesy has been

shown to this House, beeause no arrangement

was made for any member here to father the

tBhil]. I do not know what was the reason of
at.

The Colonial Seceretary: Perhaps another
place trusted to the merits of the Bill,

Hen. W, €. ANGWIN: That may he so;
but there was great hesitation in this Cham-
Ler before the measure was taken charge of.
It was done in such a mild way that the hon.
member was almost ashamed of i,

Ar. A. Thomson: I am not ashamed of
it at all.

Mr. Lutey: Tt would take mofe than that
to shame him. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: The member for
Bunbury (Mr, Money) said there waa con-
siderable difference between an expression of
opinion, ns suggested by the Minister for
Works, and legislation. The Blinigter for
‘Works said that if any hon, member had the
courage of his opinions he could bring the
matter forward in the House. That was by
way of a motion.

The Minister for Worka: [ challenged
them!

Hon. P. Collier: And it was a most heroic
thing to do.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIXN: It is no uge the
member for Katanning trying to put it on
tn the Minister for Works. It showa that he
was s¢ ashamed of the position, that he en-
deavoured to put it on the shoulders of some-
one clse. He wanted the Minister to earry
the bahy.

Mr. A, Thomson: T will carry it myself.

IHon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is another
reason why we should not consider the Bill.
I* deals with a matter that is a source of
revenue to the Government and which assists
in the devclopment of the State. The Gov-
ernment must admit that some of these works
assist greatly in the development of the
State and T am surprised, therefere, that the
Government should take part in assisting to
set down the second reading of the Bill for
the next sitting.

The Premier: We have not seen the Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am the more
surprised because, if such a Bill were neces-
sary, it ghould he dealt with by the Qovern-
ment and not by a private member, more
particularly by a private member in ancther
place.

The Minister for Works: TYou cannot
govern that man, whatever you try to do.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I do not want to
do so.

Hon. T. Walker: He wants to govern us.

Hon. P. Collier: He is laying down the
policy. .

Mr. MeCallum: Me is trying to govern
the country himself.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Government
should not allow a private member in another
place to dictate a matter of policy.
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Mr. Pickering: The Governmment threw out
the echallenge.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister
merely suggasted a motion that eounld be
brought forward in this. Chamber. If the
Government father a Bill of this description,
in all probability some action will be taken
regarding other Bills under consideration. I
ean realise very clearly why hon. members
are anxions that this Biil should come for-
ward at an early stage.

Mr. Piekering: It was too late in the
session last year.

Mr. MeCallum: It will be a late session
gl‘il? time bhefore you get through with this

1k,

Hon. W. (', ANGWIN: 1 ean understand
that some members are instructed as to what
they shall do in this matter, T also realise
that some of the people who have instrueted
them are commission agents.

Mr. Pickering: To whom are you refer-
ring?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I also realise that
many of thesc ‘persons who issue these in-
struclions have no interest in Western Ans-
tralia

The Minister for Works: Except what they
can make out of the State.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister for
Works should let me make statements of that
description. Tf he makes such statements,
they wiil get him into trouble with others
outside.

The Ainister for Works:
worry about those outside.

Hon., P. Collier: The AMinister has been
rated for his attitude.

The Miniater for Works: T have heen
sacked according to some people,

Hon, W. (. ANGWINX: These pecnle do
not care whether the popnlation of Western
Aunstralia increases or decreases so long as
they get their commission.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is get-
ting a bit wnide of the question. He can dis-
cuss those matters when the Bill reaches the
seeond reading stage. The hon. member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: If I were dealing
with the Bill, T wounld treat it in a different
manner. I would deal with the State trading
concerns as they affect the State and refer to
the benefits derived from them. T am not
doing that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T would like to be
shown how I can confine myself to the amend-
ment. The matter to which the Speaker is
trring to confine me is the amendment that
certain words should be struck out. The
question of the reading of the Bill this day
six months has not been moved and therefore
is not hefore the Chair,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
speak to the amendment.

Member: Give him a little latitude. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When you stated
the question from the Chair, Mr. Speaker, you

You mneed not
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said that the hon, member had moved that
certain words be deleted with a view to in-
serting ‘‘this day six months.’’ The amend-
ment referring to this day six months has
not been moved. I was trying to point out
that I could not diseuss that aspect.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is mo necessity to
endeavour to point out that you camnot dis-
cuss 2 question not before the Chair.

Hon. T. Walker: I will deal with a point
of order,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know how
I can discuss a matter of three words.

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members are not
going to make a farce of thia Chamber while
I am in the Chair.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have no intention
of doing any such thing.

Mr. SPEAEER: Order!

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I have been in this
House sufficiently long to know that I am not
doing that, and I have been here too long
for you, Mr. Speaker, to tell me so.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
keep to the amendment.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I bhave been trying
to do that all the time. I have been giving
reasons why the Bill should not be read a
second time, and I have not been ruled out
of order yet.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Hon, W, I ANGWIN: T am trying to give
reasons and T will not be gagged.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hou. P. Collier: The amendment gives wide
scope. He cannot eonfine himself to three
words; it is ridieulous,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine himself to it

Hou. P. Collier: Well, rule him out and we
will disagree with your ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member must not
threaten the Chair.

Hon, P. Collier: The hon. member has no
intention of threatening the Chair.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. P. Collier: He is not going to be
gagged.

M. SPEAKER: QOrder!

Ton. W. C. ANGWIN: As to the matter
hefore the Chair, I was endeavouring, without
any disrespect for the Chair—-I1 never show
disrespect for the Chair if I can avoid it—to
give reasons why the Government should have
dealt with a Bill of this deseription and not
a private member.

Mr. Pickering: You tied ma down the other
night.

,:zF[on. W. C. ANGWIN: I did not. The
question is very wide indeed. I have never
before seen a Bill introduced in such a way
as this one came before us to-day. I have
never known a Bill intreduced here without
some member being made acquainted with its
eontents and the reasons for the Bill

Mr. A. Thomson: I know the contents of
the Bill
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Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: You were not asked
to take charge of it. The hon. member was
ashamed of it when it came here. It is an
act of disecourtesy to this Chamber in not
having the Bill hrought down in a proper
manner, T myself have taken up Bills from
private memkbers in another place, but I have
always been made acquainted with their con-
tents and their purposes before they were
handed to me. Fuppose the Standing Orders
had been suspended when this Bill came
along! It might have been put through in
one sitting, without any member here knowing
anything of the nature of the Bill. In my
opinion the Bill is framed, not in the interests
of the people of Western Australia, but in
the interests of commission agents and of
those in other States who are endeavouring
to hlced this State white. That being seo, I
hope the amendment will be carried.

Mr. McCALLTUM (South Fremantle) [8.3]:
T have grave objections to the secoml reading
of the Bill being taken at the next sitting. If
a Bill like this is to be read a second time at
all, it should be as a measure brought down
by the Government, At every election since
the Labour DParty initiated State Trading
Concerns, our friends opposite have made a
public outery against those coneerns. It was
one of the eries on which they were returned
to power. Yet they are not game to stand to
their guns. Ministers arc trying to look very
innocent, but I doubt whether they are al-
g)gether innocent about the coming of this

il.

The Minister for Works:
stop it?

Me, MeCALLUM : Why 4id not you
take action yourself, instead of allowing a
private member of another place to bring
daown a Bill vitally connected with the Gorv-
ernment policy? Where shall we get fo if
the House is to let the Goverment sit back
wkile private members bring down Bills
in support of the Government policy? Of
course it means considerable advantage to
the Government, because if the people take
exception to anything which is done by thesc
means, the Government can deelare it was not
their doing, that it resulted from the action
of a private member. Why should the Gav-
erhment permit a private member to take
the business out of their hands?

The Premier: We cannot prevent mem-
bers from introducing Bills,

Mr. MeCALLUM: Buat a Bill like this
shonld come from the Government, instear
of from a private member. The Notice
Paper contains 26 good reasons why the see-
ond reading of this Bill should not be made
an Order of the Day for the next sitting of
the House., If it were so made an Order of
the Day, it might he put ahead of the 26
Orders already on the Notice Paper. T will
give some recasons why each of these 26
(rders shonld take precedence over this Bill
Let me start with Order of the Day No. 1.
lm’l‘he Minister for Worka:

How could we

What ghout No.

[ASSEMBELY.]

Mr, MeCALLUM: No fear, let us deal
with No. 1 to-night. Probably it will oceupy
cur attention for the whole of the sitting, If
50, we can proced to take No. 2 at the next
sitting. Order of .the Day No. 1 is a motion
for a scleet committee to inquire into the
working of the Industries Assistance Board.
1z the second reading of this Bill to take pre-
cedence vver so impnrtaut a motion, involving
millions of mouey, the eredit of the peoplo and
possibly the stability of the Agricultural
Bank?

The Premicr: The object of the proposed
mmquiry is to abolish the Industries Assiut-
anee Board. '

Mr, MeCALLUM: No; this party estab-
lished that board, and we are proud of the
gond work it has done,

The Premier: We will give you all the

credit for its establishment. Will that satisfy
you?
" Mr. McCALLUM: No, T want to give rea-
sons why the second reading of this Bill
should not have precedence over the motion
for a select committee.

The Premier: You do not know what the
Rill 1s,

AMr. MeCALLUM:
be under diseussion here.
know nil about it.

The Premier: Well, let ns get it on the
Notice Paper, where it will be dealt with on
its merits,

Mr. MeCALLUM: You cannot say that.
Hon. members opposite are not allowed to
express their opinions.

Mr. Mann: Whom do you include in that?

Mr. McCALLUM: All members of the
Conntry Party. Nome of them has a free
mind, If they fail to carry out the instrue-
tions of Monger and the rest of the heads,
it will be the end of their politieal lives.

Mr. Pickering: Can the hon. member dis-
cuss the Primary Producers’ Assoeiation on
this motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: No, the hon. member is
not in order.

Mr. MrCALLUM: It would be different if
we were satisfied that the Country Party
wonld deal with the matter on its merits, or
were permitted to exireise their judgment and
give a free vote. When they are controlled
by an outside junta meeting in a litile back
room in St. George’s terracgr——

Mr. Pickering: On a point of order, T ask
whether the hon. member is in order in dis-
cussing the Primarv Producers' Association,

Mr, Lambert: 8it down!

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member is not in
order.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T was replving to an
interjection by the Premier that the matter
ghould be discussed on ite merits. The Pre-
mier should read that lesson to his friends on
the cross benches. I could go on speakimg for
a congiderable time, but T have said sufficient
to indicate what will happea if members per-
sist in forcimg this Bill through. T protest
againat an individual member taking out of
the hands of the Government legislation in-

Then it haa no right te
However, we do
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volving a question of policy, the responsibility
for which should be shouldered by the Gov-
¢rament,

Amendment put and a division tzken with
the following result:—

Ayes 15
Noes 24
Majority against !
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr, MceCallum
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Munele
Mr. Colller Mr, Simons
Mr. Corboy Mr. Willcock
Mr. Heron Mr, Wilsan
Mr. Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lutey {Teller.})
NoEB.
Mr. Angelo Mr, MonDd
‘Mr. Carter Sir James Miichell
Mre. Cowan Mr. Money
Mr. Davles Mr. Pickeriog
Mr. Durack Mr. Plesse
Mr. George Mr, Richardscn
Mr. Glbson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Hickmott Mr, A. Thomson
Mr. Johnston Mr. J. Thomson
Mr, Latham M), Mullany
MMr. C. C. Maley {Teller.)
Mr. H. K. Maley
Palx.

Aye—Mr. Walker i
Amendment thus negatived.

No.—Mr Underwood

Mz, BPEAKER: The question is that the
motion be agreed to.

Point of Order.

Hon. P. Collier: X rise to a peint of order.
The motion as stated by you several times is
that the gecond reading of the Bill be made
an order of the day for the next aitting of
the House. Standing Order 266 reads—

After the first reading, a question shall
be put ‘‘That this Bill be printed’’ and
the second reading made an order of the
day for some future day.

That is not the motion moved by the mem-
ber for Katanning, T anbmit that under
Standing Order 266 it is not competent for
you to accept the motion,

Mr, Speaker: That Standing Order has
been eomplied with, because the Bill was pre-
sented to tho House printed, and tbere was
no nceessity to move that it be printed. The
next procedure, therefore, was to move that
the second reading bs made an order of the
day for some future day. I think the Leader
of the Opposition is referring to Billr origin-
ating in this Chamber, the titlo only of which
is available when the first readihg i3 moved.
The point of order eannot be stistained.
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Hon. P. Collier: The faet that the Bill
has come to the House printed does not affect
the Btanding Order. .

Mr. Spéaker: The hon. member must dis-
sent from my ruling if he wishes to discuss
it.

Hon. P. Collier: May I direct attention
to the fact that the procedure raise¢ by my
point of order is the procedure that is fol-
lowed when Bills coriginate in this House?
Usually we have only ihe title of the Bill and
ag it has not been printed, the House orders
it to be printed.

Mr. A. Thomson:
order.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
presently.

Mr. A. Thomsen: Is the Leader of the
Oppesition in order in proceeding to debate
your ruling?

Mr, Speaker: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion has risen to a point of order and I am
patiently waiting for him to define it. The
member for Katanning will resume hiz seat.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 was craving your in-
dulgence to ¢all attention to ancther Stand-
ing Order, No. 318, which reads—

Public Bilis coming to the Assembly the
first time from the Legistative Covneil shall
be proceeded with in all respects as similar
Bills presented in pursuance of orders of
the Assembly.

Under that Standing Order I submit it is in-
cumbent upon the House to deal with Bills
coming from another place, Le thev printed
or otherwise, in a similar manner to Billa
originating in this Chamber. I maintain that
it is necessary to include in the motion that
the Bill be printed.

Mr. Speaker: I cannot uphold the point of
order, The hon. member knows as well ag I
do that, when a Bill is introduced by a Min-
ister or a private member, the mution for
printing it follows the first reading. It is
not inenmbent upon us to follow the exact
wording of Standing Order No. 318. If I
kept to the letter of the Standing Orders I
am afraid members’ latitude would be cur-
tailed.

* ‘Hon, P. Collier: I propose to discent from
your ruling if you rule ine out on the ground
thit you are not keeping to the Standing

I rise to a point of

You will get all you want

Orders. Yon have mndo an extraofdinary
statement,
Mr. Bpeaker: Not on this, but en other

matters of debate. The requirements of the
Standing Orders as regards this Bill have
been complied with. The Bill had salready
been printed, and there was no necessity to
include directions for printing in the motion.

Hon. P. Collier: You bave made a state-
ment that if you kept to the Standing
Orders—

Mr. Speaker: Tn ordinary debate.

Hon. P. Collier: I shall have to bow to
your ruling, but T hold that the Standing
Ordefa 1 have quoted support imy contentioh.

Mr. Speaksr: Does the hon. member
diesent from my ruling? .

Hon. P. Gollier: No, the nwmbers..are
theare. S .
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Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes - e . L.o24
Noes .. - .. ..o 14
Majority for . .. 10
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mann
Mr. Carter Sir James Mitchell
Mrs. Cowan Mr, Money
Mr. Davies Mr. Pickering
Mr, Durack Mr, Piesse
Mr. George Mr. Richardson
Mr, Gibson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Hickmott Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Johnston Mr, J. Thomsoed
Mr. Latham Mr. Mullany
Mr, C. C., Maley (Teller.)
Mr. H K Maley
NoES,
Mr, Angwln Mr. Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallum
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Munsle
Mr. .Colller Mr., Willcock
Mr. Corboy Mr. Wilsen
Mr. Heron Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lambert {Teller.)
Mr. Lutey
Question thus passed.
BILL—LIGHT AND AIR ACT AMEND-

MENT.

Received from the Council and read a first
time.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham) [8.33]:- I move—

That the Bill be printed and the second
reading made an Order of the Day for the
next sitting of the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [834]: I
rise to a point of order. It is mot necessary
to have in the motion the words ‘‘The Bill
be printed,’’ according to the ruling you
have just given in comnection with another
Bill received from the Counecil.

Mr. SPEARKER: When I stated the ques-
tion I did not bave the Bill that was before
the Clerk. The Bill is printed iu the same
form as the other was. I accepted the motion
as it was moved. There is no neessity to rule
it out of order because the word ‘‘printed’’
is ingerted in it. I cannot uphold the point
of order.

Question put and passed.

LIGHTING OF ASSEMBLY CHAMBER.

Mr. SPEAEER: I desire to draw
membera’ attention to the ‘faet that
there has hecr great difficulty from

time to time with refercnce to the light-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ing of this Chamber. The present arrange-
ments are supposed to be the last word
in lighting, and have been on trial sinee
Tuesday. It will have been approved or
otherwise by the end of the week. I have
heard no complaints from members so far,
but if they have any to inaké I shall he
Pleased to bear them in my room after the
House rises,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MOTION—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
BOARD.

To inquire by Select Committee,

Debate resumed from 31ist August on the
following motion by Hon, W. C. Angwin:—
That a select committee be appointed to
make full inguiries into the administration
of the Industries Assistance Board.

The PREMIER (Hoan. Sir James Mitchell
—DNortham) [8.37]: I am not going to offer
any objection to this motion. If hon. mem-
bers want an inquiry inte this matter T am
willing that they should have it. The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon, W. C.
Angwin) makes a good chairman of a select
commitiee, and I am sure the inquiry wili be
a very thorough one, When the House i3 in-
formed as to the results of it, it will know
all about the Industries Assistance Board.
The hon. member said the Act was a tem-
porary measure and should now be abolished.
I hope the inquiry will convince him that it
has done good work, is doing good work, and
will continue to do good work, Seeing that
the State is being developed by people who
in many cases have only a limited experience
and capital, the work must be carried on in
this way. We pay less for our agricultural
development than any other State of the
(‘ommonwealth. The hon. memher alse says
therc is discontent throughout the State.
That is entirely wrong. There are naturally
a few discontented farmers. It does not
matter how much they get, they will alwaygs
grumble, . The hon. member further said
that there was a sum of nearly £1,400,000
owing to the board. That iz quite true, but
against that there i3 the crop from over
600,000 acres soon to be harvested. It cost
a considerable amount of money to put tbat
sereage under crop. Stock and implements
bought by the board represent £700,000. The
proceeds in respect of last year’s crop were
£664,430, and from previous pools £172,926.
The clients of the board have paid to the
Government over a million of morney in land
rents and interest, and on acecount of pur-
chases of cne sort and arnother. Since the
inception of the board the total amount paid
to the credit of its clients amounts to nearly
£6,000,000. More than a fourth of the wheat
produced in the State sinece the inception of
the board has been produced by those clieats.
There must be some losses on these trangae-
tions, bui the enormous amount of money
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produced as the result of the work of those
clients has been of great banefit to the State.
The old creditors of the board’s clients are
still owed £320,000. When the board was
established the amount was £670,000, so that
#£350,000 has been paid off.- But for the
board the capital invelved in this respect
would bave been much greater. I hope the
ovtstanding amounts will be paid before long.
By permission of the Minister any of these
cieditors can sue any particular clients of
the board. [t a client has surplus assets
which he will not part with, the creditor may
su¢ him. That provision was inserted in the
Act of 1919. 1t is not right that a man who
can pay his outside creditors should be pro-
tected. All business is now on a cash basis,
go that the trader runs no risk. The hon.
member alse said the board could only bhe
guided by the reports of its inspectors. That
iy true. These reports are made by men who
know their business, and after careful in-
quiry. The system of government under the
Act is through the reports of the inspectors.
He also said the State was making z big loss.
There was a loss from the first day of the
establishment of the board. A sum of
£34,000 was Jost through the importation by
the board of fodder for the assistance of
farmers, We do not hide the losses, but show
them in our statements. The hon. gentleman
said, too, that the reports do not diseclose the
true position of the board’s affairs. There,
also, the hon. gentleman is wrong. He is not
often wrong, but as regards the board he has
been wrong on several oceasions, When he
has all the papers, sitting as chairman of the
seleet committee, he will be able to correct
hig errors. It would be a very simple matter
to conduct a great scheme of agricultural
development if every man assisted were a
capable farmer, & good manager, and a good
worker, with good land. It is the indifferent
man on indiffcrent land who makes the posi-
tion impossible. “Che trouble is seldom with
the man who has been settled on fairly good
ecountry. On account of the 1911 drought a
great many men took up light land, and they
are the men who have given a good deal of
trouble, However, they have been under
¢lose control for a number of years now. Gen-
erally the farmers on the hoard have done
excellent work. A great many of them are
free of the board—I think 1,100, About 900
soldicrs have beer brovght under the opera-
tions of the board, as part of the soldier
settlement scheme. Beeause of that fact, the
figures are higher than they would otherwise
be. But for the soldier clients the figures
would, indeed, be comparatively small I
trust the Houge will realise the value of the
board’s work. Had it not been for the opera-
tion of the Indusiries Assistance Aect, a
great many of the clients of the Agricul-
tural Bank would not be on the land to-
day, after two bad seasons, and therefore
would not have paid land rents, interest,
and other charges to the Government. If
we have lost something in money through
the operationa of the Indurtries Assistance
Board, we have gained indirectly to a very
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much pgreater extent. The land rents eol-
lected since the establishmeat of the board
are very much yreater than the losses of
the board. From this fact alone it will be
realised what the board has meant to the
State. We have the land in eccupation now,
producing weaith and contributing to the rev=
enue, and doing good in a dozen ways. If
the select committee will take a proper view
of the situation, and make the ¢losest inquiry
into the operations of the board, they will
bring up a report which will satiefy the House
not only that the Loard have done geod work-
but work which ought to be continued.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: I did not say the
balance sheets were ineorrect.

The PREMIER: I understood the hon.
member t0 say the reports were unsatisfac-
tory.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I said that we were:
four years without a report.

The PREMIER: I think the hon. member
is wrong there, too. He has been wrong
oftencr in his statements on this subject than
T have known him to be wrong during all
the time I have been in the House. I do not
know what has ¢come over the hon. gentleman.
To make three mistakes in a matter of this
kind is, in him, unpardonable. The public-
have a regard for his knowledge and accur-
acy—s86 much 80, according to one hon. mem-
ber, that they believe all he says.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: I wae too mild in this
matter. .

The PREMIER: 1t will be found that the
operations of thie board are amply justified,
and should be continued in the interests of the
devclopment of the country and for the pro-
tection of the money lent by the Government
for the clearing of land and the making of
improvements, Hon. members representing the
farming districts know full well what the
board has meant to the £tate, quite apart from
what it has meant to the individual farmer.
There i8 no oceasion for me to mention again
how much revenue has been contributed to.
the railway system and other Statc depart.
ments owing to the establishment of the
board. :

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Yes, it is a very good
thing we started the board.

The PREMIER: It is only d pity that no
one else was there to start it. Every Gov-
ernment has to do its duty. I have ne quar-
rel with hon members opposite over the es-
tablishment of the board. [ do not offer the
slightest objection to the .proposed imquiry,
and T hope the House will discuss the selec'é
committee’s report, in order that the conntry
may be informed. T hope that the newspapers
will be appearing again in the next few days,
and that they will say something about hap.
penings in Parliament, so that the country
may learn that the m>mber for North-East
Fremantle made three mistakes in the course
of his short speech on this motion.

Mr, LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.53]: T do
not see that any great harm can result from
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having a thorough overhaul of the operations
of the Industries Assistance Board. The scope
of thc proposed investigations, however,
should be wider. As regards Part III. of the
Industries Assistanee Act, I think the Premier
will agree with me that the position in this
Btate is sufficiently serious to justify the Gov-
ernment in doing somcthing to counteract the
Arift cavsed hy imports into this State, No
Government can be said to be doing their
doty if they fail to realise the serionsness of
such a position, To-day we are paying over
£30 per head of our population by way of
imports, and practivally all imports of articles
which counld be mawufactored in this State.
Such s condition of affairs is simply deplor-
able. The sympathetic way in which the Pre-
mier has often listened to arguments for the
establishment of secondary imlustries here has
led me to cxpect from hLim somne action in
that direction. I believe that a quarter or
half a million judiciously expended in the
establishment of secondary industries in West-
arn Australin would be well recouped. The
sums I suggest are merely modest. I believe
there are big avenues here for the profitable
investment of moeney and labour in that re-
apect.  However, the organised industries of
the Eastern States, with their organised dis-
tributing agencies in Western Australia, ren-
der it almoest impossible for a small compauy
ar body of individoals to start a connecting
industry here. Surely hon. members will acree
that something is wrong when a small State
like this imports 14 millien peunds’ worth of
goods per annum, while thousands of boys
here arc unable to get work in any suitable
avenue of employment, while our University is
chockful of trained mmen, while our schoola
of mnines are turning out some of the finest
metallurgists in the world, and while
qur technical schools are producing equally
good men. Tn such circumstances it is
gimply deplorable that pareats should be
compelled to send their children, who have
received such high class education, away from
Western Australia in order to obtain work.
Surely the Government are not altogether
helpless. Surely thay must realise that no
State like Western Australia ean go on with
a balance of trade of over two millions annn-
ally againsat it. Roughly, our imports are 14
milliona per annum, against annual exports
of 12 millions. Thus there is a debit balance
of over two millions annually against this
young State. Wa are in the grip of Federa-
tion, and appareatly cannot get out, and
therefore must mect the conditions, The
only way to meet them, in my opinion, is for
the CGovernment to take a strong stand and
assist the secondary industries in the same
way as they have assisted agriculture. I
hold that under Part IIT. of the Bill we eould
and should create a burean of industries, with
capable technical men as directors.

Mr. Davies: Have we not gnt that now?

Mr, LAMBERT: No. We have, as a mat-
ter of faet, a Council of Industrial Develop-
ment; apd I am not going to say anything
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aguinst the honorary work they bave done
and are doing,

Mr. Cnderwood: One could not say any
good of any of them,

Mr. LAMBERT: If I cannot say guod of
anyone, I do not say much harm. While the
Council of Industrial Development muy be
attempting to do some goud in un honorary
eapacity, promptzd, like most of us, by a
patriotic desire to achieve something for
Western Australia, the problem before the
State is altogether too big for the honorary
serviees of three or four men.

My, Mann: The province of the Council of
Industrial Development id toa restricied.

Mr. LAMBERT: Creating an honorary
body to deal with that problem is to send a
hoy on & man’s errand. Thia problem repre-
gents the job of a big man, a man with big
vigion, big outlook, Lig range, and versa-
tility. These qualities it would be bard to
find in any one human being, but I believe
we have men capable of directing a bureau
of industries so as to do a considerable
amount of good for Western Australia, I
shall not particularise the industries, but
surely it must appeal to the Premier that
there is something wrong when we import
practically all our jam, and a large propor-
tion of our leather and leather goods, as well
ag 21l our linen goods. The fact that no linen
goods whatever are made in this State dis-
closes a deplorable condition of affairs.

Mr. A. Thomson : They intend starting
woollen mills at Albany, at any rate,

Mr, LANBERT: I hope the mills will be
started.

Hon. W, C. Angwin : Very few will be
started without Government money.

Mr, Underwood: None will start without
Government money, because some have
started and failed.

Mr. LAMBERT: If half a million were
availuble for the starting of induatries, with
adequate protection for the Govermment in-
terests, T believe our younger industries
wottld develop to the samre extent as in the
Eastern States and elsewhere. I remember
the time in Victoria whea a sehool of politi-
eal thonght held that nothing could be made
in Australia. Those times bave been
cuanged, however, by the organisation of
capital and the agpregation of wealth fellow-
ing in the traie of the successful establish-
ment of industries, We cannot expect that
stage in 2 young State like Western Aus-
tralin. We will never he an industrial Stata
until we have a man with a wide vision to
handle the situation and provide cmploy-
ment for our boys and girls. If private
in@ividuals fail to provide for them, the
responsibility should lie with the Govern
ment to deal with the matter. I hope the
Premier witl not be so circumaseribed in his
vision as to believe that the prosperity of
Western Australia begins and ends with
agriculture. Co-relative with that industry,
are the secondary industries, If the Gov-
ernment are to be ever deaf to the constant
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appeals made to them, Western Australin
will make no progress with her secondary
ivdnstries. Mr, Gray, the President of the
Chamber of Manufactures, is reported iu
one of ihe Eastern States journals as say-
ing that oue of the things most responsible
for the defirit in Western Australia and the
gencral backwardness of her finances is that
we arc unot balaneing the exports with the
imperts. 1 feel inclined to move an amend-
ment to the motion in order to extend the
scope of the inquiry te deal with the appli-
cation of the Iudustries Assistanee Act tothe
cstablishment of secondary industries. I be-
lieve the Premier ix snfficiently scized with
the importance of this matter to have it thor-
oughly investigated. 1t is to his eredif that
he has been ever ready to assist in one or
two small projects 1 have been connected with,
but from the point of view of bigger things
for Western Australia, I am impatient to see
him move, and to have our secondary indus-
tries dealt with in the same organised way
that agrieulture has been trented. [ believe
it can he done, but fo long as we hesitate
and dilly-dally with the question, we shall
not get anywhere. Tt is for Parliament to
give a lead to provide a sound policy to gov-.
orn the extension of secondary industries in
this State. From conversations I have had
with the Premier, I know that not only can
he get money, but that he would make it
available if the advances were under control,
as they are under the Industries Assistance
Aet in relation to agriculture. Tt is no good
Parliament continning its hypoerisy and
cmpty-handedness in dealing with this mat-
ter. The paramount problem confronting
parcnts everywhere in Western Australia re-
lates to the future of the boys and girls.
I know of dozena of young chemists and
others from the Technical School who are
seeking positions,

The Colonial Secretary: We have to bring
tradesmen from overseas.

Mr. Munsie: And now many of them are
going overseas.

The Colonial Secretary: We have an in-
sufficient number of our own people for the
trades.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister may know
something about the printing trade. I am
dealing with secondary industries. Almost
every studeat turned out by the Technical
Bchool has to go elsewhere for a livelihood.

Mr. Harrigon: What is the cause of that?

Mr. LAMBERT: We have not the indus-
tries to absorb them.

Mr. Underwood: No; the technical schools
are no good.

Mr. Harrison: The troublo is your unions
will not permit them to be trained.

Mr. LAMBERT: For God’s sake, don’t
go on croaking in that stupid manmer! Ag
a matter of fact, the hon. member knows, it
be knows anything at all, that we have not the
industries where we can place one-fifth of
our boys and girls.

Mr, Harrigon: What is the good of talking
about the Technical School? Where are our
apprentices and our journeymen?
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My, LAMBERT: I am referring to the in-
stitutions for which Western Australia is
paying, such as the University, the technical
schools and the School of Mines. What is
the use of barking in that semi-pelitical
style?

Mr. Harrison: The trouble is you will not
absorb them.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
member for Aven will have an opportunity
later on. Let the member for Coolgardie
state his ease.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do uot think there
should be unrcaronable restrictions regarding
our artisans. It would be a deplorable and
heathenish thing., I trust other members
will speak on this question and impress upon
PParlinment the necessity for the cneourage-
ment of secondary industries for the success-
ful abgorption of eapital and labour in West-
ern Australia.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and a select committee ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs. Latham, Gib-
aon, Angelo, Lutey and the mover (Hon W.
(. Angwin), with power to call for persons
and papers, to sit on days over which the
House :tands adjourned, to adjourn from
plare to place and to report on 18th Oetober.

MOTION-—OIL PROSPECTING.
Order of the Day read for the resnmption
from 7th September of the debate on the
following motion by Mr. Underwood:—
That in order to encourage prospecting
for mineral oil, the House is of opinion
that the Minister for Mines, in pursuance
of the powers conferred upon him by See-
tion 7 of ‘‘The Mining Act Amendment
Act, 1920,”’ should cancul all prospecting
licenses which are not being efliciently
worked, and that in future no prospecting
license shall be granted for an area greater
than 1,000 square miles,

The PREMIER (lIlon Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [9.20]): T move—

That consideration of this motion be
postponed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Can the hon. memher
move such & motion without fixing a date?
Till when would he postpone it?

The Premier: Till next Thursday.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Will it come at the
beginning of next Thursday’s business.

The Premier: I have no control over
the Notice Paper in respect of private mem-
bers’ business, If I had, 1 would put this
motion up again next Thursday. In the ab-
sence of the Minister for Mines, we cannot
speak to the motion.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I submit that on the
practice of the House it is not right to
postpone consideration of & motion. If
the debate be adjourned the motion goes
to the bottom of the list; but this is not an
adjournment. If Ministers are to postpone
motions in this way, members cannot hope
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to get their motions through., This is against
the practice of the House. Private members’
business ¢omes in its turn, and Ministers have
no right to alter the order of precedence by
moving the postponement. If it be post-
poned, it should be to a speeific date, when the
motion will take its place again at the fop
of the list,

The DEPUTY SPEAEER: If the House
carries the motion moved by the Premier this
Order of the Day will go to the bottom of
the list.

My. UNDERWOOD: I move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘“till this day week’’ be
added.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion will
still be placed at the bottom of the list.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not wish to be
offensive, but I have put this motion fairly
before the House, and if I cannot get an
opportunity to reply to the debate I will have
to move in some other direction,

Mr. RICHARDSON: In the event of the
amendment being carried, can we be sore that
this motion will be diseussed next week?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No.

Amendment put and passed; motion, as
amended, agreed to.

MOTION—COST OY LIVING.
Ta inquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from Tth September on the
follewing motion by Hon, P, Collier:—

That in the opinion of the House a
TRoyal Commission should be appointed for
the purpose of ascertaining what swn of
money is necessary to allow a reasomable
minimum standard of living, having due
regard for the obligation entailed in the
maintenance of an average family.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) [9.27): The hon. member in mov-
ing the motion necessarily referred to the
Commission appointed by the Federal Gov-
ernment to inquire into the question of a
living wage. I do not know that the Commis-
sion got very far, but I know that the judg-
ment given in the Harvester case shows how
speedily the conditions are changing, Almos:
from day to day do they change, and any
wage arbitrarily fixed must of necessity be
amended within a very short fime. It would
be a happy state of affairs if we could arrive
at some solution of the difficulty. In this
country we fir wages by the Arhitration
Court.

Mr. Munsie: By the Harvester judgment—
which is most unfair.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is wrong.
The position has entirely changed since the
delivery of that judgment. Each increase of
wages necessitates an inerease in the cost of
living, which in turn is made the basis of
application for inereased wages. It is diffi-
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¢ult by any inquiry to reach any fixed basis.
I doubt whether it ean he dome. The Royal
Commission sat for 12 months, and I believe
at the end of that time did mot really find
what the basic wage should be.

Mr. Munsic; Yes, they did.

Mr. Corboy: They did, but it was not
adopted.

The PREMIER: I do not think they actu-
ally reported what if should be. The Chalr-
man of the Commission, a day or two after
the report was sent in, reported that the wage
supgested eounld not be adopted, because there
was not enough money in Australia to meet
tho cost, The annval produetion would have
been insufficient to meet the wages bill. 1
think we have built our wages on an alto-
gether wrong basis, We take the cost of liv-
ing. Of eourse we must have some regard to
the cost of livieg, but it should be only
a consideration in fixing the rate of wages.

Mr. Munsie: "We want = commission to fix
a fresh basig .

The PREMIER: We have to learn that
wages can only be paid from the earnings of
the people receiving them, Tt is impossible
for long to pay wages from any other source.
We must have regard to the value of the work
done, quite apart from the cost of living, A
man should be paid what he is worth; he
should be paid a wage commensurate with his
output or production. I do not know whether
that is taken into consideration at the present
time. I think the argnmenta in the Arbitra-
tion Court are based on the cost of living,

Mr. Munsie: The Arbitration Court insists
on that.

The PREMIER: That eannot stand for
any time; it is not fair to the worker. Tn this
eountry we have high protection. In some in-
stances industries are proteeted to the tune of
35 per cent. The other day there came under
my notice a comparatively emall order—the
amout was about £3.500—and the duty was
nearly £1,000. Yet the English manufacturer
was able to land that order more cheaply
a2t Fremantle than Easgtern States manu-
facturers. I do not know how that came
to be so0; it did not seem to be at all right.
We should have been able to bheat the
British manufacturer on that order. The
idea of the hon, member is perfectly sound
and good if it were only practicable, I
do not think it is. '

Mr. Munpsie: Not to appoint a Royal Com-
mission to inquire?

The PREMIER: I do not lmow. how the
most perfect inquiry would be able to resuli
in any lasting good. Sowme members might
say that we ashould take Knibbs’ figures.
I do mnot kmow that members consider
Enibbs always satisfactory.

Mr. Muongie: He has been absolutely
wrong with regard to house rent in Western
Australia for the last five vears.

The PREMIER: T doubt whether mem-
bers would take Knibbs always. How could
we regulate wages on the finding of a com-
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migsion which must inquire and report on
the conditions existing at ibe moment.

Mr. Munsie: As the purchasing power of
a Soverelgn inersases or decreases, so yon
could determine it.

The PREMIER: It is intended to deter-
mine the purchasing power of the sover-
eign{

_ Mr. Lambert: The shopkeeper determines
it day by day by what he gives you for a
sovereign,

Mr. Clydesdale:
give yout

The PREMIER: I would like to know
how it is to be done.

Mr. Munsie: They do 1t to-day.

The PREMIER: Not in the way the hou.
member suggests.

Mr. Munsie: I do. not approve of the
Harvester judgment. I want another basis
established in licu of the Harvester judg-
nient.

Mr. Richardson: It might be worse.

Mr. Munsie: It could not possibly be
worae,

The PREMIEE: The experience of
similar inquiries to date has not been very
encouraging. The Arbitration Court appar-
ently is unsatisfactory to a great many
people. To-day there is a strike in the
printing trade, and apparently the strikers
will not go to the ¢ourt to have their wages
adjusted.

Mr. Munsie :
holiday.

The PREMIER: Yes, much to the annoy-
ance and inconvenience of the public. The
Arbitration Court does not seem to be en-
tirely satisfactory. I do not know just
what could take the plaee of the court.
Some tribunal is necessary to fix wages.

Mr. Munsie: The Arbitration Court will
do me if it is on a fair basis.

The PREMIER: I am sure the hon. mem-
ber would advise all thuse who have any
trouble to go to the court.

Mr. Munsie: Yes, if you will put it on a
fair basis, but it is not on a fair basis
to-day.

The PREMIER: Would it ever bhe on a
footing which would suit everybody.

Mr. Munsie: It could be on a fair foot-
ing.

The PREMIER: It is on a fair footing
now. It is a question of evidence produced
before a judge.

Mr. Munsie: No, it is not.

The PREMIER: I do not see how it can
be fairer. I would not mind assisting in
passing any motion if we could get some
lasting results. It is certainly wrong that
we should have arbitration and strikes. [t
ought to be possible to regulate wages by
gome means or other in a way satisfactory
te all concerned. I doubt if we ean do that
if we fix wages only on the cost of living,
and there appears to be the cause of the
trouble. 1t is ridiculous to think that any-
one would be willing to take less than he

Or by what he does not

They are having a little
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is getting to-day, no matter whether the
individual concerned was an employer, a
worker, a judge of the Supreme Court, or
a member of Parliament. When reduction
is mentioned, men of course will object. I
do not know that indusiry can always pay
the wages which might be fixed by arbitra-
tion or by other means.

Hon. P. Collier: Or the profits eitber.
Profits as well as wages are drawn from the
article produced.

The PREMIER: The production must be
able to stand the weekly wages cheque.
Naturally profits are affected. As the em-
ployer wants his profits, so the worker
wants his wages, and the two should be
able to arrive at some satisfactory basia.
The Leader of the Opposition no doubt
moved the motion with the jdea that it
would overcome some of the industrial
trouble. Weo in this State bave been fairly
free from strikes, though not so free as we
should Jike to be.

Hon. P. Collier;: We have a very popular
strike at present.

The PREMIER: I should say it was a
very unpopular one.

The Minisiter for Works: We will settle it
on Saturday.

Mr. Mungie: I hope it lasts until after the
Federal elections. If it does we shall have
a chance of getting justice.

The PREMIER : The absence of the
newspapers is certainly a loss to the State.

Hon. P. Collier: It i3 a national service,
People are now Dbegioning to think for
themselves instead of having the thinking
done for them.

The PREMIER: It is a very serious losa
to the community. If the  papers were
being published the electors of the member
for South Fremantle might to-morrow have
been able to read his speech and been
greatly edified by it, but the papers are net
being publighed because of the strike. Weo
cannot regard lightly a strike of this sort.
Can members suggest any way of averting
strikes or overcoming the present onef

Mr. Munsie: Give us the commission.

The PREMIER: The present strike is not
over the question of wages. I am afraid
the appointment of & commission would not
achieve what the hon. member thinks it
wonld.

Mr, Muonsic: I think it would.

The PREMIER: I do not see how it eould
do any lasting good. This House would cer-
tainly agree to the motion if it would have
any good effect. .

Mr. Munsie: I think it would have.

The PREMIER: I doubt it. The Leader
of the Opposition made an exccllent and ex-
haustive speech. I am not permitted to quots
ifrom ‘‘Hansard’’ of this session, but 1 musi
say that he put up a very good case. Ex-
perience, however, shows pretty conclusively
that snch an inquiry would not result in any
great or lasting good. There are a great
many people employed in the mining industry.
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Xf an inquiry of any sort would result in the
opening up of the mines at Kalgoorlio and
of their produeing all they are capable of
producing, much good would be done, but is
it contended that by these means we might be
able to re-establish employment oun the fields?

Mr. Heron: What about Gwalia9

The PREMIER: The same applies to
Gwalin; the Lancefield Mine closed down.
Could it by any means be re-opened? It
would he a good thing if we could arrange
that this and other industries might eontinue.

Mr. Heron: You had better inquire into
the railway freiphts.

The PREMIER: The trouble is that the
railway freights are due to inercased costs,
the coxt of edal, the cost of commodities, sal-
aries and wages. The people working for
wages nust have wages suilieiont to cover
the cost of living, The idea of the Leader
of the Opposition is sound and good, but [
doubt whether it will achieve any great re-
snlts. Before the session closes, I hope the
House will congider an amendment to the
Arhitration Act. T have discussed jt with re-
presentatives of all parties and T think theyv
showed a very keen de-ire to get an improve-
ment of the Aet which will result in smoother
and more satisfactory working. I do not sup-
pose we can by any form of arbitration sat-
isfy both sides all the time, but we can make
an attempt by amending the Aet. I hope
the House will realise that the result expected
of this commission by some members is not
likely to be achieved.

Mr. Mungie: T think it is.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member can
show just whot can result from the inquiry,
he will be doing a great scrviee to the eoun-
try, especially if by his methed we can settle
some of the differences which now exist. I
doubt whether* that is possible, The Arbitra-
tion Court should be far more effective.

Mr. Mungie: Appoint the members of the
Arbitration Court as the Royal Commission
and T shall he perfectly satisfied.

The PREMIER: With the ever-changing
cirenmstances in the cost of living, the Arbi-
tration Conrt is the hest tribunal. The House
must do as it pleases with the motion

Mr. Munsic: You will not oppose it.

The PREMIER: I have pointed out that
I doubt whether any good would result from
passing it. I bope the member for Hannans
will show what good will accrue, and how
the commisgion might arrive at the satisfac-
torv result he expects.

Mr, Lambert: Are you open to conviction?

The PREMIER: The question is well un-
derstood by every member and I am satis-
fied everyone is looking for a solution of
the present industrial trouble. It is very
@difficult to ascertain when the prices of
products are falling and the cost of living
i not doing se quite as quickly.

[The Speaker resnmed the Chair.]

Mr, MUNSIE (Hannans) [D.46): There
iz o necessity for any member to say much
in support of the motion. Those who know
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anything about industrial conditions in Aus-
tralia and the method that has been adopted,
since the Harvester judgment was delivered,
ot fixing the wages paid to employees in this
State, appreciate the faet that the system is
not a fair one. The Premier has said that
the Arbitration Court fixes wages on the
evidence addured before it as to the cost of
living. That is a fallacy. The court fixes the
rate of wages to be paid on the evidence ad-
duced in accordance only with the Harveater
judgment. It has been admiited quite recently
by both Federal and State Arbitration Courts
that they see no other method of delivering
on award except to take the Harvester judg-
ment as a basis, and Knibbs figures as to the
variation in the purchasing power of the
sovereign. We want a Royal Gemmission to
show that the basis of the Harvester judg-
ment ix wrong, That will not he a difficult
matter. It would give satisfaction to both
employees and employers in this State if such
a Commisgior fixed the basis on which the
Arbitration Court could work., T should like
to see the members of the court appointed
to this Commision, They could then obtain
evidence which wonld be of great assistance to
them in settling industrial disputes. The
workers are placed in an unfair pesition. In
a case already cited before the court the
workers have to find the money to prove that
the Harvester judgment was wrong, That will
cost them at least £500. The workers are not
in a position to call evigeace in the same way
that a Commission can do, or to examine
witnesses in the same way, but notwithstand-
ing this they have to spend money in an en-
deavour to prove that the basis of the judg-
ment is wrong. No endeavour has yet been
made to prove that hefore the Arbitration
Court in Western Australia. It will take at
least four months to hear that case, in which
the Harvester judgment is challenged, and
practically the whole cost \will fall mpon
the workers. The Premier thinks we shouid
appoint & Royal Commission to make an in-
vestigation as to bhow much money a man
wants. [ want a Commodity Commission. 1
want a Commission to decide what necessary
commodities a man and his dependents re-
quire in order that they may live in reason-
able comfort, and what these commodities
cost, There would be fluctuations as the cost
goes up or is reduced. Even Mr. Justice Hig-
gins, who delivered the Harvester judgment,
has repeatedly stated that it is not fair to
base the cost of living and the standard of
wages to-day upon that judgment. He has re-
peatedly appealed to the Federal Goveroment
to appoint a Commission to arrive at a bagia
outside of that judgment, but nothing has
been done. Just prior to the last Federal
electipns the Prime Minister at Bendigo told
the people, if he was returned, he would im-
mediately appoint a Royal Commission to find
out what the living wage was for a man,
bis wife and two children in Australia, A
Commission was appointed with Mr. Pidding-
ton as chairman and the inquiry lasted 12
months, Immediately the report was submit-
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ted to Parlinment the Prifue Minister re-
pudiated it, and point blank refused to have
anything to do with it. He even directed
the Commission to make a second report. This
is in black and white. The excuse put vp was
that in fixine wages the commission had taken
into aceount 20,000 children who did not ex-
ist.

Mrs. Cowan: It was much more than that;
45,000 T think,
Mr. Davies: It was for a man, his wife

and thvee chililren, not two childien. .

Mr. MUNSIE: I want a Commision to fix
a bosis for a man, his wife, and three chil-
dren.

Mr. Davies: Mr. Piddington dealt with the
case of a man bis wife and three children,
but the average for Avnstralia turned out to be
two children per family, and there were thus
more children provided for than actually
existed.

Mr. MUXNSIE: If that were so, how did
the IFederal Parliament obtain cvidenee hy
which they could refute that given before the
Commission? Parliament took the statisties
as they were published from year ta year, but
I do not keow how it diseovered that all
thess children did not exist.

Mrs. Cowan: Therg was a tremendous num-
ber of single wen included.

Mr, MUNSIE: If a Royal Commission
were appointed, I am satisfied that sufficient
evidence could be adduecd to enable the Ar-
bitration Conrt to arrive at a different basis

" from the Harvester judgment. A case waa
heard in conmection with the miners in Kal-
goorlie recently. AMr. MeKenney was advocate
for the miners and addressed the court. He
appealed against the system of fixing wages
nnder the Harvester judgment. The judge
said, ‘* T'nless you =et up some other standard
or some authority scts one up, I am compelled
to accept the Harvester judgment.’” That is
what all the judges do. Because of this the
workers have to be hvemiliated. They have to
tell the court the cost of every bit of apparel
they and their families wear, and show what
the cost is of everything they eat and drink.
When, however, they want the employers to
produce their hooks, and want to krow how
much profit the cmployers are making, and
whether an industry can afford to pay more
wages or not they are denied that right. All
we want ia a Commission to find out what
commoilitics are necessary to enable a man’'s
home to be kept in reasonable comfort, and
the amomt it is necessary to allow him for
the purchase of those eommodities. Surely no
one will deny to any man or woman in this
State the right to live in a reasonable stand-
ard of comfort. That is all we want. I ad-
mit we have not so much industrial trouble
in Western Australia ag there is in the other
States. Much eredit for this i3 duwe to the
memuer for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCal-
lum). He has prevented more trouble than
any other 10 men in the State. He has al-
ways battled in the interests of what he be-
Heved to be right, the interests of the work-
ers. He has always had to fight the odds set
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up by the Harvester judgment. Tt is time
the Government made a move in the matter.
Sccing that the Arbitration Court has to deal
with all these questions, the members of that
trihnnat are the proper people to appoint for
such an inquiry. They would then be in a
[ osition to arrive at a definite basis of wages,
If this could be done the Premier would he
atle to boast of cven less industrial trouble
than hitherto.

Mr, DAVIES (Guildford) [10.0]: T would
be delichted to give this motion my fuoll sup-
port if [ thought it would tead towards the
objoet sugpgested by tho last spealker.

Mr. Mousic: Why not give it a trial?

Mr. DAVIES: Though I listened atten-
tively to the specch of the Leader of the
Opposition, I failed utterly to understand
what objeet would be gained by carrying the
mwtion, Tg it suggested that by carrying the
motion the House should repudiate the report
of the Piddington Baszic Wage Commissionf®

Mr, Munsie: Tt has been repudiated for
us.
Mr. DAVIES: et nic state how the mat-
ter apjears to me. The last speaker said
that the Prime Minister promised a Royal
Commission on the Basic Wage, and that im-
mediately the Royal Commission presented its
report he repudiated that report.

Mr, Munsie: That is quite true.

Mr., DAVIES: The Prime Minister has
done nothing of the kind.

Mr. Munsie: I say he has, and ‘‘Ham-
sard’’ proves it.

Mr. Willcock: Atre the workers getting
that hasiec wage?

Mr, DAVIES: 2Mr. Justice Higpins has

heen quoted times out of number in connec-
tion with this subjeet,

Mr. Munsic: He delivered the Harvester
Judgment, and he has asked the Federal Gov-
ernment times out of number to appoint an-
other Royal Commission,

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. Justiee Hiogins was
the first judge who had an opportunity of
putting into operation, if he so desired, from
the Arbitration Court bench the Piddington
basiec wage.

Mr, Willeock: Hughes promised he would
do it by an Act of Parliament.

Mr. DAVIES: The following was tele-
graphed from Melbourne on the 15th Decem-
her, 1920:—

TDuring the continued hearing of the
plaint of the Amalgamated Society of En-
gineers against the Adelaide Steamship
Co., Ltd. and others, before Mr. Justice
Higgins in the Arbitration Court to-day,
Mr. E. H. Barker, who appeared for the
engineers, intimated that he desired to put
in the finding of the Basic Wage Commis-
sion in suppert of the claims. ‘‘I hope,’’
remarked Mr, Justice Higging, ““that the
parties will understand that T have consid-
ered that finding, and will at some time
have to speak abhout it; but I am satiefled
that the basic wage referred to is not the
bnsic wage as acenrately understood at all.
Owing to a wistake, I think not by the
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Commission, but by the person, whoever
he was, who drafted clause 1, what has
been found by the Commission is not the
basic wage, ‘Basic’ means the base, and
here in place of confining the finding to the
base they have {aken in the first, second,
and third storeys. The basement is different
for the first, second, and third storeys. It
will help all the parties to know the atti-
tude in which I approach the matter.””
Let me suggest to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that if he desires to bring into operation
something which will assist particularly the
married people of this State, he should move
for the appointment of a Royal Commission
to inquire how the Piddington basie wage can
be brought into operation here. There is now
a Labour Government in Queensiwnd. By way
of interjection the other night—I am bound
to mention this, and do it only with the idea
getting the matter cleared up—the member
for Perth (Mr. Mann) inquired whether
anyone im  Australia had as yet put
into operation the Piddington hasic wage,
The member for South Fremautle (Mr.
MceCallum) replied, ‘‘No, not vet.’’ There-
upon the member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie)
added, ‘‘With the cxception of Justice
MeCawley in Queeasland.’’

-Mr. Munsie: T did not say anything of
the kind. I said that Justice Mc¢Cawley in
Queensland had repudiated the Harvester
judgment, and had given an award 10s. 6d.
per week above that judgment. T do not
cate what yom have there.

Mr. DAVIES: I am not permitted to read
from ‘*Hamsard,”’ but I took a note of the
words, and those are the words.

Mr, Muusie: I do not care. I did not
say it.
Mr. DAVIES: If the words are repudiated

anybody can look them up in ‘‘Hansard.’'

Hon. P. Collier: The member for Hannans
could not have said that, Lecause everybody
knows that the Diddington basie wage was
not put into operation in Qucensland.

Mr. Munsie: T said that MeCawley had
repudiated the Harvester judgment and was
the only julge who had done so. I do not
dispute that you have the statemcnt there,
but I say T never made it.

Mr. DAVIES: The statement is substan.
tinted by ¢‘‘Hamneard.’’ 1 took the words
down as they were uttered. Justice MeCawley
never departed from the basic wage laid down
by the New South Wales Beard of Trade,
£4 5s. per week, although he had the oppor-
tunity of doing so.

Mr. Munsie: Has MeCawley departed from
the Harvester judgment?

Mr. DAVIES: XNo.

Mr. Corboy: McCawley has.

Mr. Munsie: It is useless arguing with a
man like you.

Mr, DAVIES: I wish the hon, member
would not argue with me, but let me get on
with my statement. I will not say one word
that cannot be substantiated from the lips of
the men concerned in the matter. What is
wrong with the whole business is, in a nat-
shell, this: when Justice Higgins said that
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prople had added second and third storeys,
he meant that in laying dows the basic wage
in the Harvester case he had proceeded on n
certain unit per family. Mr, Piddington
altered that unit per family, taking more
children than were allowed for in the Har-
vester jwlgment. The effcet was to alter
the basis. The average Aunstralian family
had been taken at three per married cauple.
However, that has heen altered as the resnlt
of statetnents from the workers, which are
owrecord. Mr. Theodore, of Jueensland, said
that if he had his way he would make the
Lbusie wage so mueh for a married man and
his wife, with a bonus for cach c¢hild. If
we could agree on that hasis, it would be
quite possible to put the basic wage into op-
cration here to-morrow. But what js wrong
is that hon, members opposits desire to apply
to the single man the Piddington basic wage,
which is caleculated for a married man, a
wife, il three ehildren.

Myr. Wilson: Daoes not the single man do

the work?
Mr. DAVIES: T am not arguing that
point. We are now talking about the basic

wage. The member for Boulder in the course
of his specch on the motion said——

The wage fixel by Mr. Justice Higgins
ut that time has heen taken as the standard
of the basic wage by practieally all wage-
fixing tribunals ever sinee. .". . )t is neces-
sary to consider the circumstances that ex-
isted at the time that award was maile,
and the circumstances surrounding the
making of the award. It was the first in-
aniry of its kind that had been made in
Australia, Necessarily, those who were
associated with the inquiry were wmen who
had had ne previous experienee. They
were not skilled in the manner in which
they are skilled to-day in the presentation
of a care before the Arbitration Court. . . .
The Court was called upon to fix what it
considered to be a fair wage for men who
were on the lowest rung of the industrial
ladder.

Mr. Munsie: Are those words wrong?

Mr. DAVIES: Tn a sense they are wrong,
and in a sense they are right. The men
referted to were on the lowest rung of the
industrial ladder because they were labourers
in the Sunshine Harvester Works. But they
were not on that lowest rung on whieh stands
the man who cannot earn an economic wage.
There i a difference between a minimum
wage, and a basic wage which is regardless
ot a man’s value to the zopumunity. There is
2 man who earns a wage in excess of the
basic wapge, which higher wage, however, he
does mot get, because there are many men
who receive the basic wage withont earning
it, and for whom he has to make up.

Mr, Wilson: Who is going to be the judge
of that?

Mr. DAVIES: The basic wage is based
not on the man as a worker, but on the man
as a family man. T have heard an employer
in the brick-making indvstry say that if he
had his way he would not employ one married
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map, because a married man eannot earn as
much as a single man, I quote that merely
to show the nonsense talked by some em-
ployers. In the Government railways 17s. 4d.
is the minimum wage for a fitter, and thag
amount is in excess of the basic wage for a
labourer. The fitter is paid for skill and
ability and application to his work, He gets
the minimum wage of the industry in which
he is working. Take the miner at Kalgoorlie
and the porter on the Government railways.
For the porter the basic wage is 123. 10d.
per day. The minimum wage for the Kal-
goorlie miner is 16s. or 17s. per day.

Hon. P. Collier: No.
duced. Tt iz 15s. 4d.

Mr. DAVIES: In the one ease the railway
porter ig paid the basic wage, regardless of
what industry he is in. In the other case
the miner’s wage is the minimum wage.
Here it is well to quote what Mr. Theodore
said on this subjcet. 1F we were situated
similarly to Queensland, then, instead of Sir
James Mitchell being our Premier, the mem-
ber for Boulder {Hon. P. Collier) would be
filling that office, and be conld only regard
this matter in the same light as the man in
the northern State regards it. The following
remarks are reported to have been made by
the Quecnsland Premier on the 2nd February,
1921 :—

In the eourse of an address at the Trades
Tall to-night the Premier, Mr. Theodore,
referring to the basic wage said that this
guestion was giving rise to a considerable
amount of controversy in Australia at the
present time. They all knew him well
enongh to realise that he would not econ-
template or think of the frustration of any
matter formulated or designed to improve
or benefit the condition of the workers. He
had given a congiderable amount of atten-
tion to the Piddington proposal that the
basic wage should be £3 16s. in Melbourne,
£5 17s. in Sydney, and £5 6s. 6d. in Bris-
bane. These amounts would mean an in-
creage in nominal wages, but not in cffec-
tive wages to workers. A mere inerease of
wages was illusory unless it secured some
improvement in the standard of living, Ifa
man were getting £3 17s. a week now, and
his wages were advanced to £5 6s. 6d. to-
morrow, it would be of no benefit if the
£5 65, 6d. would buy no more than the
£3 17s. bought before. No one could say
that the mere applieation of the Pidding-
ton decision by itself, with nothing more
being done, wonld result in any benefit to
the workers. Mr. Piddington himself had
admitted that if the rates were brought up
to the figures mentioned, there would be
such an increase in the cost of living that
wages would again have to be increased by
a considerable amount. His (Mr. Theo-
dore’s) opinion was that it was not merely
the responsibilities of the unions or mem-
hers of Parliament, but the joint respon-
sibilities of both, to find some means of
getting away from the old shibboleths, the

He has been re-
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old futile process of the dog cbasing its own
{ail, and whilst higher wages were forcing
up the cost of living the never-ending chase
after effective wages which the workers
never got. His opinion was that they should
coneentrate not 50 much on merely getting
in¢reased wages as on improving the re-
muneration of the workers by keeping down
the cost of living, Every step taken in that
direction meant a permanent gain to every
worker enjoying wages. If we could exert
some influence on the cost of commodities,
house rents, clothes, and living generally,
then every time wo reduced these costs, to
that extent we would increase the purchas-
ing power of every man’s wages. He ad-
mitted that it was not an easy problem,
and that energy and brains would have to
be applied to the solution of it if they
were to have the power of regvlating these
matters. They had to’see that the workers
themsclves reeognised their obligations to
the community. There were some workers
who were prepared to loaf on their job,
some who carried on active propaganda of
the slow-down doctrine that had never been
countenanced by the Lahour movement, and
that could never be consistent with any
ideal of progress. The men who resorted
to that kind of sabotage never had, and
never would, accomplish salutary reform
for this or any other country.
That was the speech made by Mr. Theodore
in the Trades Hall at Brisbane when the
Piddington Commission issued their report,
and onc wonders why it was not put into oper-
ation then. T am personally concerned in a
matter such as this. I would like to see the
Piddington basic wage established next month,
Tt would benefit me very considerably, if not
now, perhaps in a very short time hence.
Mr. Willcock: When you are put ost.

Mr. DAVIES: Tt is not to my advantage
to sec the hasic wage reduced below what is
a fair thing to the workers. I have as much
to lose as any other individual. We have to
consider the effect of this, and unless we do
that there is no ehance of getting ahead with
it. T would remind members opposite as well
as others that apart from what the Prime
Minister, Mr. Hughes, stated regarding the
Piddington basic wage, Mr. Piddington him-
self made a suggestion regarding his own
findings. Mr. Piddington said:—‘‘If you
want to bring into operation the report of
the Commission, I suggest that you make
the basic wage for a married man and his
wife, £4 a week, with 125, a week for every
child,’’

Mr. Willcoek: Hughes says it cannot be
done.

Mr. DAVIES: He has not said anything of
the kind!

Mr, Willeock: Certainly he has.

Mr. Munsie: I ean show you a letter signed
by Mr. Hughes himself in which he says it
eannot be done. It was in reply to our re-
quest.
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Mr. DAVIES: Notwithstanding what mem-
bers may say, the facts will stand.

AMr. Willeock: That is on record against
Hughes.

AMr. DAVIES: If hon, members gq inte any
of the public offices hero, they will find out
that what T say is correct. If it is not cor-
rect, [ am willing to aceept the interjections
as accurate. What did Mr. Hughes do when
Mr. Piddington sent in his report?

Mr. Munsie: He sent it haek to Piddington
for another report.

Mr. Willcoek: The Prime Minister said it
could not he done for every man.

AMr, DAVIES: Tt cannot be done for cvery
tmap, breause the basie wage provides for a
man, his wife and three children.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon.
mrst not argue. .

AMe. DAVIES: I'do unot think it should be
given to a man with no children, just as to
a man with four or five children. Mr, Pid-
dington started with a family of five and
made his basic waze for them. That basie
wace should be redueed for a family of three
but inereased for a family of seven. There
was no suggestion hy the Leader of the Op-
positian or anyone eles regarding the putting
into operation of the Piddington basie wage.

Mr. Munsie: Tt is strange that we have
asked the Federal Govermment on four ocea-
sions to do the very thing you are asking,
and Mr. Hughes replied that it could not
be done.

Mr, SPSAKER: Order! The member for
Hannans has had his opportunity.

AMr, Munsie: Why does the hon. member
continne saying what is untrue?

Mr. SPEBAKER: Order!

M. DAVIES: I challenge the hon, memter
to sav that to the Federal .Public Service
officers in this State, such as the post office
and the pensions office, a wage of £4 3s. and
5s. n week for ench child is not being paid.
There are two men in the pensions office to-
dny, one of whom, a single man, gets £165
a vear, while the other, a married man, gets
£4 3s. a week, and both are doing the same
work. There is alse a man with three child
ren who gets 15s. a week more, while the mar-
riedl man I have referred to also gets 15s.
a week more than the single man, The fact
remains all are deing the same kind of work.
That system was put into operation shortly
after the Piddington Commission suhmitted
their report; vet hon. members say that the
Prime Minister repudiated it.

Mr. Munsie: So he did.

Mr. DAVIES: He repodiated it to the ex-
tent that he did not pay what Mr. Piddington
proposed. na-ely, 12s. a week, but he did
differentiate between married and single men
to the cxtent I have indicated. A single man
in the Federal Puhlic Service who is 21 years
of age, reeeives £160 a year.

Mr. Corboy: That Commission was ap-
pointed tn fix the bosic wawe for all the
workers in Australia, and Hughes repudiated

members
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ractically all the workers of Anstralia when
the report was submitted,

Mr, DAVIES: T endeavoured to show what
was done.

Mr. Carl:oy: You sait it wes not repudi-
ated a little while ago.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. DPAVIES: What is the use hon. mem-
burs saving 1 have roentioned certain things.

Mr. Munsie: Beeause you have repeated
tlte smmime thing half a dozen times.

Mr. DAVIESN: Hon. members are not pre-
pareid to admit what is truoe.

AMr. Corboy: You ean twist nearly as
quickly as the man von are defending.

Mr. DAVIES: I take exception to the word
fétwist. !

Mr. SPEAKER: TDoes the hon. member
take execption to it as being offensive?

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, I do.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Yilgarn
must withdraw that expression.

Mr. Corboy: I will withdraw it, and will
add

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. memher must
withdraw without any qualification.

Mr. Corboy: I do so.

Hon. P. Collier: Al wyour friends have
twisted but yourself. The member for Guild-
ford stands where he was.

Mr. DAVIES: It does not make the slight-
cst difference to me.

Mr. Munsie: T know it does not.

Mr. DAVIES: T will stand up for what
is fair, just and correct. Reference has been
made to Mr, Justice McCawley, the President
of the Queensland Arhitration Court. He
had an opportunity, had he so desired, to put
into operation the Piddington basic wage.

Ay, Munsie: He did net.

Mr. DAVIES: He did. He sat daily on
the beneh in Queenslend and, as a matter
of fact, the Full Court, eonsisting of M.
Justice MeC'awley and others, gave a judg-
nent regarding this matter. When delivering
his judgient in connection with the award
for hank officers, the President of the Arbi-
tration Conrt, Mr. Justice MeCawley, re-
ferred to the gquestion of pay for married
aml single men and said—

The court is obliged by law to base its
wages for adults on the requirements of a
married man with a wife and children——

Our Arbitration Aet provides for the samec
thing.

Mr., Willeock: They would not get a job
otherwise,

Mr. DAVIES: The judgment continues—

.The salaries preseribed in the present
award will give single men whe have no
dependents a distinet advantage over mar-
ried men. A sacial justice would seem to
demand that such an income should be as-
snred to married and single men perform-
ing equal work as wilt enable them to main-
tain an equal standard of living. It is
diffieult to see how thin equality can be
brought about unless the legistature pre-
seribes, in respect to wife and childrer, pay-
ment from the State or from some fund
to be established. At present an imerease
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of, say, 10s. a week in the cost of food

requirements of a family is equivalent to

not more than 58 a weck for a single man,

‘but it compels the payment of 10s. a week

to all male cmployees, married or single.

This increase, the total cost of which is

more than the total inereased cost of food,

is passed on by the employer and in the
end the married man may find he loses
though the single man benefits from the
whele tronsaction,
That is simple eonough, but since then the
Queensland Full Court had an opporunity of
going further into the matter, This i3 part
of Mr. Justice McCawley’s judgment in that
caze—

The fixing of a basic wage depended
largely on the rates fixed in the other
States, and it must therefore be influenced
largely by the maximum fixed by the Fed-
eral Court. The court has decided that it
was permissible to lay down s minimum
wage which might be applieable to indus-
tries of average prosperity, but the court
regerved the right to fix a lower minimum
in any other industry. After careful con-
sideration the court had come to the con-
clusion that it would be inimical to Queens-
land’s interests and employers if they
now adopted a higher wage than that of
New South Wales, namely, 85s.

Mr. Willcock: That is logical.

Mr. DAVIES: T am not disputing that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Address the
Chairt

Mr. DAVIES: I was endeavouring to main-
tain that it was logical. Still some say that
we should bring in Piddington’s basic wage
of £5 13s. 11d.

Mr. Munsie: No one said anything of the
sort.

Hon. P, Collier: One would imagine my
motion was one for the adoption of the Pid-
dington basic wage. You are arguing against
the Piddington Commission.

Mr, DAVIES: I would prefer to see it
adopted.

Mr, Corboy: So that you could knock it
down,

Mr. DAVIES: Not at all. A Royal Com-
mission should be appointed to go into the
ways and means of applying the Piddington
hasic wage in this State.

Mr. Munsie: It cannot be done except by
the Federal Government. Everyome knows
it must be done federally.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 am prepared to admit
that, but no one has been game to alter the
hasis from that of a married man with five
children to one of a married man, giving
extra allowances for the family. No one has
attempted to do that. T have had experience
of what this means. When the Wilson Gov-
ernment were in power, they gave a shilling
war bonus to the married men and it was a
serions source of complaint in the railway
service, particularly among the fettlers. Im
a gang of 8ix men, three may have been sin-
gle men and three, married men who got a
shilling extra.
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Heon. P. Collier: The trouble was that the
whole basis of that was wrong, There was
not that gdistinction which was suggested
by Piddington under which ecmployers
would not beuefit by the employment of
single men.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes; but as it was a
Government matter, it was the easier way
to do justice to the married man.

Hon. P. Collier: You know that it was an
inducement to employ single men.

Mr. DAVIES: T raised that objection my-
self, The Government endeavoured at the
time to give some relief to 'the married
men,

Hon. P. Collier: It was the wrong way te
do it. It was a vicious principle,

Mr. DAVIES: 1t was, and later on Mr,
Justice Starke suggested the same thing in
the Federal Arbitration Court, but he was
prevented from doing anything by the out-
ery throughout Australia.

Hon, P. Coliier: It ‘was doing the same
thing in a different way,

My. DAVIES: There was the suggestion
of the Storey Government in New South
Wales that the assistance should be given
from a eentral fund, but before such a fund
could operate, we would have to change the
unit of the family. No one is game to do
that.

Hon., P. Collier: My motion is not opposed
to anything you are arguing., -

Mr. DAVIES: I am not opposing the
motion., T would support a motion te bring
about a more desirable state of affairs.

Hon, P, Collier: It is competent for a
recommendation to be made in the direc-
tion you suggest,

Mr. DAVIES: I have admitted twenty
times over

Hon. P. Collier: It might make such a
reconinendation and legislation might be
advocated along those lines.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so. It might dv
that. I will support anvthing that will
bring that in, beeause 1 stand to gain per-
sonally. If you will make the unit & mar-
ried man and his wife, and give 123, for
every child, I will be prepared to throw up
my Parliamentary position and go back to
a basic wage outside, for I eould then earn
more money there,

Mr. Willenek: Is that all you arc in Par-
Jiament for, merely to get a better serew
than you ean get outside?

Mr. DAVIES: What a suggestion for the
hon. member to make!

Hon. P. Collier: Yuu made it yourself,

Mr. DAVIES: T was merely saying that
on the basis suggested it would pay me to
do se.

Mr. Willeock: Apparently you have been
seriously considering it.

Mr, DAVIES: The hon. member wounld be
pleased to see me adopt that course, but I
am not going to do that; I am going to re-
main here ns leng as I can. However, it is
useless for hon. members to aslander those
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who are doing their best for the workers,
To say that Mr. Hughes repudiated it

Hon. P. Collier: Hugles did repudiate it.

Mr. DAVIES: My criticism is not made
with any idea of being hostile to the motion,
The Leader of the Opposition said the wage
fixed by Mr. Justice Higgins had been taken
as justification for suceeeding awards.
Union advocates have endeavoured to get
Mr. Justice Higgins to depart from the
Harvester judgment, but he sticks hard and
fast to it, which means that he is of the
same opinion to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: I said that Mr. Justice
Higging had frequently expressed a wish
that a further inquiry should be held.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. Mr. Justice Higgins
said:

Mr. SPEAKER: I canot allow disena-
slon as to what Mr. Justice Higgins said.

Mr, DAVIES: But the Leader of the
Opposition made the statement, and I wish
to reply to it. I cannot let it go unchal-
lenged.

Hon. P. Collier: I am agreeing to your
stutement.

Mr. DAVIES: If I thought good would
ecoma of this motion I would support it, but
I am afraid it may be regarded by outsiders
as signifying that we are departing from
the standard laid down by that particular
Commission. Personally I should have liked
to see it put into operation. .

Hon. P. Collier: You mean Mr, Pidding-
ton’s Commission; ‘therz is nothing in my
motion. concerning Mr. Piddington's Com-
mission,

Mr. SPEARER: There is nothing in the
totion dealing with it at all. I cannot
allow the hon. member any further latitude.

Mr. DAVIES: I am going to raise my
voice in oppesition to this continual ery
made for an increase on the base, when 1t
dees not mean the base at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not discussing
the base. The motion is to consider a
reasonable minimum stacdard of living,
irrespective of anything that has otcurred
or is likely to occur. The houn. member must
confine himself to the motion.

Mr. DAVIES: Surely I am in order in
discussing the sum of money necessary 1

Mr. SPEAKER: No. The hon. member
can discuss merely whether the ?p;!oint_;-
ment of the proposed commission is justi-
fied. I am not geing to allow the hon. mem-
ber to proceed any further on those lines.

Mr DAVIES: Can I not discuss what
money is necessary to provide a reasonable
standard of living¥

Mr. SPEAKER: No, The hoo. member
can diseuss only whether it is necessary to
place in a Royal Commission power to ascer-
tain that. .

Mr. DAVIES: [ am sorry I cannot dis-
cu?\?[r.thg{’EAKER: 1 have allowed the hom.
member a great deal of Iatitude.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. DAVIES: Buat, Mr. Speaker

Mr. Pickering: You are too weak. Any-
body on this side of the House is too weuk.

Mr. SPEARER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber muat withdraw that statement.

Mr. Pickering: | withdraw.

Mr. DAVIES: As I have previously said,
I am greatly concerned in this question. I
should like to sce a Royal Commission ap-
pointed if it will alter the present standard.
If it will do that, the mover of the motion
shall have my benediction and that of thou-
sands of others who are suffering beeause the
base adopted was a wrong one.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon. member could
appear before the (‘ommission and put bis
case.

Mr. DAVIES: T should be delighted to
aitend as a witness and show that what has
been done was wrong. [ have not argued at
any time that all and sundry should not re-
ceive what is laid down by law, but [ am
appealing for those people with families
in excess of the number provided for, and
for whom no relief is afforded. It is time
something was done in this direction. If the
commission can devise some means for pro-
viding eueh relief its appointment will have
been justified. If anyorie suffers to-day, it
is the man with a large family. I referred
the other night to a statement made in ait
seriousness that in Osborne Park there were
six families with a total of 80 children, an
average of nearly 14 per family.

The Minister for Works: I know of two
families with 22 and 20 children respectively.

Mr. DAVIES: When we remcmber that
the wage preseribed for these families is
ealeulated on the basis of what would keep
a wife and three ehildren in reasonable eom-
fort, and that these families have 10 children
in excess of the number and not one penny
extra by way of rclief, we realise the scrious-
nesa of the position.  Members shonld not
shut their eyes to facts. Tt has been stated
in the Federal Parliament and in every Arbi-
tration Court in Australia that, unless this
hasis is altered, it will not be possible to
afford relief to large families. It has heen
proved by statistics that the total wealth pro-
duced in Australia for distribution amongst
its people amounts to 500 million pounds, and
that if this amount were cqually distributed
between the whole of the aduit male workers,
it would provide about £3 5s. 6d. per week
per mau. This does not take into account
female or junior workers. This amount and
no more would he the same for the merchant,
the millionaire, the Premier, the Minister for
Works. If one man is paid £5 a week it
means that someone clse must receive less
than £3 58, 6d. These figures have not heen
challenged so far as I have hecn able to learn
from Knibhs and the daily Press. If they
could be challengei, T think particulars would
bave been published in the columng of the
¢ Westtalian Worker,”’ of which I am a regu-
lar reader. T heartily support the motion
and trust it will lead to the achievement of
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the results desired by the Leader of the Op-
position.

On maotion by Colenial Seceretary, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—COMPENSATION, OCCUPA.-
TIONAL DISEASES.

Debate resoumed from the 7th September
on the following motion by Hon. P, Collier—

That in the opinion of this House the
Government shovld introduee legislation
during the present session for the pur-
pose of providing compensation for workers
affected by ocecupational ailments and dis-
eases.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [10.45]: Under the Miners’
Phthisis Bill now before the House it is pro-
poscil to deal with those men who have been
compelled to leave the mines because of the
dread disease of tuberculosis. We realise that
if these men are going to leave their occupa-
tion—and thank God there are mot many of
them—they have to be eared for. They ean-
not be compelled to leave the only occupation
they know, and their homes, unless other pro-
vision is made for them. Under the Miners’
Phthisis Bill I think we shall be able to make
satisfactory arrangements for sueh people.
‘We must face this responsibility, and we must
see that those who have employed these men
for some time contribute towards their sup-
port until they recover anfficiently to follow
an oceupation which will give them a comfort-
able living. I hope that sueh men can be
transferred to suitable surroundings and will
speedily recover. T want to nssure the House
that under the Bill we shall give to the
miners—the workers most concerned—the pro-
tection and assistance required. It is quite
another matter to ask us to mete out similar
treatment to all workers in all indnstries, as
anggested by the motion of the Leader of the
Opposition. To do that would be very diffi-
cult indeed. I hope the House will agree that
by making a start as the Minister for Mines
proposes to do, we shall be doing enough for
this session.

Mr. Marshall: TUnder the Bill there is no
provision for those men.

The PREMIER: But the Bill will he
amended to make the necessary provision. We
cannot withdraw from their present ocecupa-
tion men who are suffering from tubarenlosis
and leave them stranded on the goldfields. The
idea is to give them an opportunity to recover
g0 that they can follow some useful oc¢cupa-
tion. The Minister for Mines proposes to
make additions to the Bill under which pro-
vision ean be made for these people. Although
the Government may have to support them in
the end, there will have to be a contribution
by the employers and the Government, as is
usual in such cases. I suggest that the debate
be adjourned until we deal with the Bill. If
we can take the step I have indicated this
year, w¢ should be satisfied with doing that
much for a start. To suggest embodying all
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workers is a very big question and one which
should receive earnest consideration,

On motion by Mr. Mullany, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.50 p.m.

Aegislative HAssembly,
Tuesday, 26th September, 1922,
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The SPEAKER tcok the Chalr at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—NATIVE PRISONERS AND
ROAD WORK.

Hon, I'. COLLIER asked the Colonial Secrc-
tary:—1, Is it a fact that the Chief Protector
of Aborigines has submitted proposals to the
Wyndham Road Board for the employment
of native prizsoners on road work under the
supervision of the said board? 2, Does he ap-
prove of the policy of forced mative prison
labour in the manner contemplated? 3, What
are the particulara of the scheme in question?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
, In order to minimise the heavy cost of
maintgining in gaol natives convicted of
cattle killing in the Eimberleys, the Chicf
Protector of Aborigines submitted a scheme
to the Government, having for its object the
transfer of such prisoners to the Aborigines
Department, as contemplated by Section 33
of the Aborigines Act, and their employment
upon work in the interior which would not
otherwise be undertaken. The natives would
thus serve their term of penal servitude in a
useful manner at less eost to the country, The
scheme was recently submitted to the Wynd-
ham_ Hall’s Creek, West Kimberley, Roe-
b(mme, Broone, and Port Hedland Road
Beards, and received the indorsement of each.
It has been most favourably received by resi-
dents of the North, and is generally regarded
as offering an improvement on the present sys-
tem, being humane and beneficial to the abo-
riginals. and usefu] to the couniry. 2, The
matter is now under consideration. 3, Parti.
culars of the scheme are attached. The scheme
contemplates the care and employment of



